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Vivid Description of Droop 
Mountain Battle Reprinted 
From Pen of Andrew Price 


Historic Battlefield 
Is Converted Into 
State Park 

On a bleak day last November, 
State and National . officials to¬ 
gether with a large gToup of State I 
Citizens gathered at the Droop 
-Mountain battlefield in Pocahontas 
County— 1 2 years after Union 
forces routed the Confederate cav- 
alry from the field—to dedicate 
the^te of that conflict as a State 

ia^ li iM te Georg ' e Alderson of the 
J'JP 1 , ' Jtgi'iin. Cavalry went to the 
, celebration from thS hills of Nich- 
C ““f 'o accept the new 
- tate park as a memorial to his 
™, wh0 fell there. The 
last ln t b ue wero absent. The 1 
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eld andM^T, ? U, “ from Lewlsburg 

a . d ^bt If he drove hie enemy for- 

O Z f th . H f day that the y would get 
by Lewisburg before Duffle would 
bay e arrived from Kanawha 
On Thursday then about all that 

. 1 ZVrZirV 0 try t0 ec around 
lber ’ mm C rt, f deIS ” and cut them off 
to- beaTth^m f°“ nta ' n - but Jackson 
itate V *? 11 and left the Levels 
date to be occupied by Averell. 

£ 0 P Stays With Confederated 

lion c,mn ere ," made h!s headquarters 
=av- e^L a n f^ he '* 1 " on the west- 
- ate r “ d £ e 0 l *5? Levels about. Where 
tate McNeaI ' of the Con- 

him. t>* veterans - resides. Averell 
the bimself, was the.guest of Col. Paul’ 

‘he !£ niEht ' and the whole ' - 
' C all wh" y ."' aS Confederate but 

5£: $ mm.. “ et hlm were cha - r r d 

_ Whcn tne Levels was a like 

the oTel^trZT * a 3 

* b ; ou f. h ex?ret»H&! - 

d the n de a ? d StH1 P’unges through 
the pass. Last summer the rcfd 

Us ““ slon b,ocked thla road hist? 
to l fl a 7 dld in ’63. and w e who 
he ei, w , march sou th had to' 

er the h rLht P o T^.v he rlver road on 
•w ,? e r JSj} or f° the left and climt' 
m-; •,‘, Ee and swin ? round the 
th un t h by Wa i’ Lobelia and climb 
b- n o.„ tba T oad fbat intersects The 
as f. , e . on , l0p °f the mountain back 
o- ° f , the battlefield. They call S 
is H ° bson Choice detours'these days 
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rut red Airtaf the alow morn« 
hour* that caused A v, rail ih^ 
r, nvrit apprehension. He hud not 
ntlacked the day before for Rood 
one .sufficient reason*, hut about 
0 o'clock the Confederates nrt- 
nounced by cheers, and by band 
music, and by the display of bat¬ 
tle flags. that Major General 
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tlcfleld. Here is the way the Con¬ 
federates were stntlonod; 

Gives Locations 

On the river road to Greenbrier.: 
Edpar's battalion. On the farm¬ 
land on the brow of the mountain 
where the battle was fought: 22nd 
Virginia cavalry. Col. George Pat¬ 
ten; 19th Virginia cavalry. Col. 
W. P. Thompson; 20th Virginia 
Cavalry, Col. W. W. Arnett; 14th 
Virginia cavalry, Col. James Coch : 

ran; Derrick’s battalion; Jackson's 

batteries. On the Lobelia-Jacob 
road: Nobody. The failure to 
guard the road leading in from 
the rear cost the Confederates the 
This oversight has never 
boon explained. 

At 1:45 p. m. the flanking party 


P"-' I They reached Huntersville on 
f c * 1 Wfdn-cUv at noon and there Aver 
P' : • 1 el. l-.-rrd that Col. W. P. Thompson 
kk--’ ! er.'.a the l?th Virginia cavalry, 
n.e- ni »t Marlins Bottom, at the 
•»-! Greenbrier bridge. Huntersville 
.W*> was the county scat, and while 
m • the pike between the Levels and the 
r s'. county seat ran by Marlins Bot- 
l;-> tea where the river was bridged,. 

•live- alt persons attending court on I battle. 
i»>:2 i huractack from the Levels, when 
xt i the river could be forded turned to 
• f. at Shephen Hole Run and rode arrived and came through the 

... I - V Beaver Creek route. They woods firing as they came and the 

- Jived by this about six miles—the rifle balls fell everywhere. It Is 

- from MarlVu Bottom to said to have been one of the most 

[t—r -••-rtersvilie. Marlins Bottom is sudden and most fearful tires that 
L. -:: c “ 1- - - Var!inton - So on Wed- men were ever subject to. In 

r-. -. ■ *?,“ hor * e 1 r “'' “bout an hour, the Confederates 

art. Jr “' h , t Pen . n ^: lv “ n ! a " ere In f »'> flight 

"*'l V-.-. t d Ir'xntrV^rW^ V * rglniu • - As soon as Averell heard his 
' ‘Cr«ic'*c cut"of' Thivnnsrv* nankl “ B P»rly commence to fire 

Hel* Hun Indent thi-nd he , moVed the 2nd ' 3nd. and Sth 
w« Virginia 1 mounted r' s ‘ ments ( obliquely to the right up 
r.,’ 1 ! ° Marl In ton with Ew- mountain. The horses had been 

mr- j -.(I battery but Thompson left in !5i‘ “t’the foot of the mountain, 

1 *'d cut a barricade of Thcy came out top of the 

| ‘ :h- road on Price Hill ™ olln, ' Un exactly on the left of! 

! ~ r *>d«rals to Stephen' “• banking army and together 
' v - • b lued up with the , y adv anced on the breastworks 
' 1 ' : tn the Levels ,he Conferedotos and the fight 

; - r ' : •■'topped the ” ao over in a few minutes, and 
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for no reason, so far as. history 
can discover, he was summarily 
'dismissed from his command. He 
'openly charged that It was to 
intake room for some favorite In 

r e make-vr of the army. 

Quits Commend 

• |Iis last official communication 
to his command closed with these 
words: "I would rather serve in 
Jour ranks than leave you, but I 
am only permitted to say fare- 


| During his command with (he 
^Confederate rangers lasting from 
[May 16, 1363, to September 23, 
1664. he fought twenty \ battles. 

J That is the outline of the Battle 
of Droop Mountain. We most 
earnestly insist that if this sketch 
Is In any wise in error that the 
historian or veteran will immedi- 
and we will argue 


fately write ti 
it out. j 
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t^obtant services of the state ' ;t ’-?ds to w . . 

THE UNION Q(\ AC VT y- 


■ 

0 idi©rs were not pensioned or rewarded like tne rest of 

v . >.<o services were of great peril and importance. They . 

• •f army. -* et 11 ■ • 

w?re in service about fourteen months. 

/pj.il 1864 tne state guards were organized and took charge of 
t-e da-.rer zone in 'Vest Virginia and in May 1864 the entire force of the 
r - in” srr.v of 'Vest Virginia was on the move into Virginia to report 

s 

to "eneral Hunter at Staunton. From that frime to the end of the war 
t ’ s rer lar army fought east of the mountains. 

The policy of -Vest Virginia during the last year of the war was 
:ver entirely to the*state guards. Yet they have been ignored. - 
* 5 - tr= southern states have taken very good care of destitute 

-T.-m veterans. But very few # of tnese from Pocahontas ever received 
a per.sion. ; 

-n-se^ guards had all the standing of regular sworn defenders 

! "" C 1 and --ere authorized by law to lay down their lives for 

* e Tnion. .1 . 'k /' - 


’ U- r. a s County - State Guards - Adjustant 

Person - u omm. August 8, 1861 
-."p - Commissioned September 30, 1363 


or 
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V ir. -’s company 


;• »• ro11 dated February 14, 1865 
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- eoanls slotted as Captain August 29, 1864 
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JC, g S. Mlley 

" e Cheat Mountain 


._,. y t hey scattered. All Bense or direction was lost. The soldiers were 

cold lost and bewildered. They threw away their guns and engaged in a mad scramble to 
£.,• ut. Most of them found their way back to Camp Bartow or to Lee’s camp, but it was 
several days before they were in shape to present a warlike front. 

The attack of September 14, on Elkwater had failed because the mountains took a 
hand in it. 

<1 ' 

On the next day, L e sent down from his Valley Mountain Camp a reco noitering party 

I v 

•_nder the co mand of Major John A. Washington. This party was sent to see if Loring had 
gotten across Cheat with his troops. They got to near the Federal breastworks and were 
fired upon. Major Washington w^s killed. 

L:-e evidently decided not to attack the Federals at eigher Elkwater or White Top. 
iryway there was no more fighting thet year on the Randolph and Pocahontas lines. 


H=re la a bit of history not found in any of the dispatches. It was told to Andrew 
.hen he taught school at Big Springs on the site of Lee’s camp. Told by an eye 
• e Sai Th e 8U mm *. of 1861 terminated in one of the biggest rains that evlr fell 
^ tV 6 * aCUEtftlM and P^uced one of the biggest floods ever known in these streams. 

4rj * r ' ? ° Ur a11 aie-ht “ d et daybreak next morning both armies, Federal and 

0---'*.rat. had broken camp in the night and both were in headlong retreat. 

Coafadarataa flad .outh up Old Field Fork of Elk and cut a timber barricade at 
^ r ° 0t ° f Elk “ 0Untaln (Thi8 Wricade a pert in other skirmishes 

• % r • ) 

: " ,r '“' a *■ Tywrt ‘ v,u,! ’ *"“* 4 •* ^ 

“* “• k *“‘“ *> »«to. .„ a 41!ot .„, nl ,. 

”" 1 ““ ““ - *« M. .u™.» 

r.„, ar “’ in “• *-*•. - - 

^ • <u- ~ *“*■ ■“*** “■ *“ w *»; 

• ir . Oouo*y , ho P.P 
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“ e cheat Mountain 


^ .„ v yj ay scattered. All sense or direction was lost. The soldiers were 

i cr .t and bewildered. They threw away their guns and engaged in a mad scramble to 
vjt< Most of them found their way back to Camp Bartow or to Lee’s camp, but it was 
several days before they were in shape to present a warlike front. 

The attack of September 14, on Elkwater had failed because the mountains took a 
band in it. 

<1 ' 

On the next day, L e sent down from his Valley Mountain Camp a reco noitering party 
- I • v 

under the co mand of Major John A. Washington. This party was sent to see if Loring had 

gotten across Cheat with his troops. They got to near the Federal breastworks and were 

fired upon. Major Washington w$s killed. 

Lie evidently decided not to attack the Federals at eigher Elkwater or White Top. 
iryway there was no more fighting that year on the Randolph and Pocahontas lines. 


H^re is a bit of history not found in any of the dispatches. It was told to Andrew 
rric* snen he taught school at Big Springs on the site of Lee’s camp. Told by an eye 
Th ° Bunnj of 1861 terminated in one of the biggest rains that ever fell 
•••• • • ^ =cuEt&in* and produced one of the biggest floods ever known in these streams. 

• -* i-wr.jour iaeted all night and at daybreak next morning both armies, Federal and 
tr °* en caa P ln the “ient and both were in headlong retreat. 

** flod ^ Old Field Fork of Elk and cut a timber barricade at 

^ ** f ° 0t ° f Elk “° Untaln (Thi ° barrlCaae « Part in other skirmishes 

/T T Vall#y « - Huttoasville ahd marched 

* fcd b «ttl« -t Bartow and Top Allegheny. 

^ !T h “ ° rKy "’ ,nt t0 Rl0hTO ° d - ■*« *• *»■* his summers work 

J" » m. Test aishsp in the jun.l., h. inolln „. t0 ^ 

- ~ tzt w# tpoopi io-t th “ ia - 

f * e * rt * ln county man. .ho bed 







• ® to guide them, would be banged. But 2ee must h&vs learned that be had bee: 

. r-tult for ordering them to penetrate the Cheat thicket in the night for nobody was 


eje-.ted. (I have not been able to learn who the guide was). This material was taken 
f. ve. 31ue Book 1928 - from articles by Andrew Price. 


then the spruce timber was cut from Cheat Mountain many years after the war, muakets 
haversacks, and other articles were found where the army had cast them aside in their 

escape from the jungle. 

Ir. 1327 whea-the new highway over Middle and Valley Mountains (Seneca Trail) was 
beir.s graded as Route 24, a great ermy dump pile was uncovered and all sorts of war 
trcrhies ranging from muskets to parts of cannons were found. These were left by Lse’s 
first commend in the Civil War. 

Places in Pocahontas that were Lee’s headquarters in 1861: 


1. Valley and Middle Mountains 

2. Meedow Bluff on Sept. 24. 

Tell House at “*erllns Bottom 

4. A* Sewell Mountain on Oct. 20 • 


the year 1861 all of Lee’s activities were confined to W. Va. At Richard 
tmm near Kill Point, Mrs. McNeel, a Confederate sympathizer; preparedTfine 
I j -. raised tc eat it for feer of poison. 

Wjjfcras 


* - b . ... lo tt . Greenbrier Valley, in 1861, he came across the best horse he 

*** •« 


. «•* ir.y ,iu„, Traveler* fo.l.d In t h. littl. 

... 7 " ‘ U * >l * U " l ‘ ^ 0 "" ,brl,r C °‘ “° b ' Uer ■« font to th. 

* • •• -« tkl. r«,o« b.. hroduo.d it. th.u. M «. lit. n„to th. tto r«.d 
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loon _ 10th -Vest Virginia Infantry 

ir ;«rew .pnless - _„ n >' . " 

• f Ison -anless ■ „ „ u » 

, rrf n:us Buzsara-ii n ■ » 

- - c c ->h oore * it ti n » 

; gvic I-'oore-“ lt it .11 n 

mil I me ■ 0 arty- „ „ n " 

■-eor £ e ..arner . _ „ n n « 

j ri"” - _ Died Buchannon 

David ‘T-es - „ „ n " 

Jar.es Johnson- 

John C. Curry- 

Pbomtts Akers 

’-‘lliem Cut lit) 

Jererlah Sharp pied in service 
.Andrew Rellison 

Jar.es Dee Died at vincnester Virginia 

Villiam Duncan 
' lit on Sham 
Frown Arbogast 

"ecrje Arbpgast Died in service 

John V.ar.less 

harles Arbocast Died in service 

-ill lam Dennison 
Clark Grimes « 

Abran Sharp 
? e ter Beverage 

illiea Duffield - Died during__war 
Tlsrk l-'-elliso* - Served under Sheridan, was also detached service 
—i- on the -.western plains after the war. He received 

his discharge just in t ime to escape the Custer 
massacre • 

ill i-r Cay* - Escaped from the army-below Richmond with 6 others 

made his way home to Stony Creel 
' - Ives ’'oore - Died at ..heeling durin the war 

Illlam Hudson Went to I*o. . . 

vid Hudson After the war 
y 'harp - Lnot through hips, ■-'led at. Duncan's Lane 

: r ~p _ ..ounded near William' Gibsons on Elk. Died 
' ■•*■ .*• -r.t.rp - Shot by a scouting party near his home. 

I lliam P.Ofere 

■-•a - 6th -est "lrglnien killed at Built own in Braxton Co. 

■ ti "Tinea 

1 ' ■ • teh - 6th ->st ,f irginia Infantry 

Arbo act " " " 

'« let. Mdftrnan " ” " 

• 1'red » r'never 

;r*fk 0r'.-np . ' 

• orfee 

#1 ml?* ^ ; 

. i % t «i i e 

I*'* r r rices 

• r *»l 
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James Duncan , 

..ashinston Moore 
-eor: e Kelli son 

John"Silva 

Register Koore 
Francis Byrd 

James Pyles ' - - , 

Td 3oYre ?lken from History of Poca w. T. 
m " List in Poca. uimes 
n. By Peter McCarty 

n " a’S cout in Youngs Co. 

« « West Virginia Blue -;ook 

cUa?r, U,. jo. of 

Captain Allen’s Co. of -c<?u„s 

- t-e sons of Thomas Drinnon were 
the cattle of Droop Mountain hut I h.ve 


Clover Lick 
-''('oVinntas Conn 1 
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not been able to get their 


name. 









I'-ison Hannah 
s 2fir; rucher 
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[ had already sent in 
!i 3rd V e st Virginia Cavalry 
'aptain Young's Co. of Scouts 
'=ptein Allen's Co. of Scputs 

: f toe sons of Thomas Dr inn on were Cavalrymen, and tool, part i. 
:be battle of Droop Mountain but I have not been able to get their 
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JP OCAHOHTAS COUNTY - CHAPTER 4- - Section 4b - 3 
Confederate Soldiers.of Pocahontas 

..-'jcvtiSt, Jacob - killed'at Fort Donelson _ ' 

'l 

xborast, Washington - died in 1864 from wounds received at Spottsylvenia. 
Auldridge, John - killed aat Gettysburg 

Auldridge, Allen - Given an honorable discharge. Their father killed for being a 

Confederate sympathizer. 

Ashford, C lab urn . i 

Arbogest, J. C. - Captain of the Gr^enbank company of 31st Va. Infantry 

Arbaagh, George - • ~ . 

I ' ” . * • * * " , 'a ' 

Arrcugh, Janes 

.-r-cugh, John A. Died in 1861 at the MinnehEha Springs 
-s-.oard, Jackson - Died in battle of Dry Creek 
-evfcrege^ Levi ( 

Beverage, Jacob '( >. • r;. .... ± 

nt'-.rd, John J. Wounded " 


These- jtftsttnrs returned from -tiWTram) 

1 ‘ ...... .J . 


Joel Early - Died in service. 
r • C .firlao Woods - ^oturned 
Ik win Z. - - - 
■ i5w * ra * Uoffwtt - - - - 

SsU*c* Ttorwlok - - - 
tarsi ok - - - 
0 - - - 

■* r • - .'iL jAH . . . _ 


- - <U«.d in bstlls 


*>a - - - 



Jk&ni'a ifiiiey 
niover 

s.»nV.ftn*fiR Cauat T_ 
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. ’ , t . 3. DilW 
*-» ' . - v, 


Z. Va. 


^P OC AH OUT AS COUNTY - CHAPTER 4 - Section 4b - 3 
Confederate Soldiers of Pocahontas 

\ 

,_-bc--ast, Jacob - killed'at Fort Donelson 

,-borast, Washington - died in 1854 from wounds received et Spottsylvania. 
Ajldridge, John - killed aat Gettysburg 

Auldriage, Allen - Given an honorable discharge. Their father killed for being a 

Confederate sympathizer. 

• -. , * _ . * 

Ashford, Claburn, _• . \ 

Arbogest, J. C. - Captain of the Gr^enbank company of 31st Va. Infantry 

Arbuagh, George - • 

Arrcugh, James 

-m-'ugh, John A. Died in 1861 at the Minnehaha Springs 
5-izzard, Jackson - Died in battle of Dry Creek 

Beverage, Levi ( Tr ' i J • • 

- r~■ r- 4 -— 

'■ ^ returned from -tne-waiw) 

Beverage, Jacob ( J “ ' . J 

3t*.rd, John J. Wounded '* 

Joel Early - Died in service. 

.arlen Wood* - i’oturned 


Zdvln G. 


io< - r3 . UbfffttL - - - - 

SeJUc* Ttorwlok-- 

•e-leoe Waralok - - - 


0 - - - 


- - - died in battle 


a«« - - 
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,****,, win™ - ° r st “ 7 Orook mlnl8 ' 


- . Jt ,ey,i,idr.« - D1.4 • ***>»« «f W«*» 

Courtney, Thomas - 
C *rtr. 0 y, George 

Cussell, George - Died.of wounds during the wax. 

Gurry. Janes - Among the lest soldiers killed at Appomattox 1865 
Cooper, Hebert - Died in the war. 

Cooper, James - Lost in arm in battle ' 

Scorer, John - Wounded at fisher's.Hill • , 

Cooper, Charles - " " " n 

Cc-O'.er, George - killed in bottle - 1864 

* — 

Ceiiissn, James - \ 

Z chran, Clerk - . • 

C-cLran, George 3 - - 

Gilley, Thomas - 

Janas - Under the command of Gen. Kerby Smith in the southwest. After the war' 

• -1 :.l3 way to Iowa, from there went to the Dakotas on a trapping expedition, and 
*- • : -Sated in Custers Anay. He woo with Reno’s Company when Custer's Company was 

rod lo 1076. 

£*■!•*»&, A-.drow - 

ftiotwft - * U- - 

- 'it*.or., rs»t .n» - 

' • * 1 n - Mod at Gtribllng 3prin£» in 1662 

’ * ' r > e • U- - Mod is ’tlo r Port Republic 

:: fel ’*• ' ■ - *«t »•.’ drowutd roar SUnmt«r in 10 ? 9 . 

! K ° *i>cui af* r t!.o tattlo 1661 . 
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Cochran, 


Ki 


Uiara - Captain of Stony Creak Uilitia. 


C-chran, 5*rge - A faithful soldier _ , 

- ...»-t r ev»Ar.ireT: - Died a prisoner of war at Fort Delaware 

Courtney, Thomas - 

c J-tr-ey, George - 

:.= 3 eil, George - Died.of wounds during the war. 

.-urry, Janes - Among the last soldiers killed at Appomattox 1865 
Cooper, Hebert - Died in the war. 

Cooper, James - Lost in ana in battle . 

Cooper, John - Wounded at Fisher’s.Hill 

Cooper, Charles - " " 

Co o'er, George - feilled in battle - 1864 

* — 

Caliison, James - < 

Z cnmr., Clark - . ■ 

C.shram, George 3 - ’ ’ . 

LiLley, 7noma3 - 

- Jt-^a - Under the command of Gen. Kerby Smith in the southwest. After the war' 

- -i :.'.a --ay to Iowa, from there went to the Dakotas on a trapping expedition, and 
* in Custers Army. He wes with Reno’s Company when Custer’s Company was 

tarred In 1676. 

Andrew - 

hi-Richard - * * - 

- “ i ifctthe* - 

• : • n - .ri Hi Strifeling Spring* in 1662 

■ « : ’■ f t . :-:a4 !,: UlUt f Port Republic 

* • -• tut dr wnovl roar Alkw.tor in 1879. 

1 '• 1 ]i °y : taln BoOJi Vft r tU uaitle 1841. 

- 1t»* for tiu a yr.i.ra. 


■tial. 
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- Sac. 4b - 3 


Friel, J srael j These tTO we re from Clover Ihck, both survived the war. 

friel, John L ( 

• >lford John - Wounded at Gettysburg, died at Richmond soon after in Chimboroys 

I t 

Hospital. _ - 

Gam, Robert N. - 

Gey, Robert N. ~ 

Gay, Samuel 3.1. - Wounded at Strasburg, Va. 

Ge - ''er, Godfrey - (Took part in some of the biggest battles of the war. V.ere at 
(home on furlough and called by Joe C. Gay to take part in 
(battle of Duncans Lane. 

/ * , 

Gun, John E. - 

ft 

Gun, y.sBrice J. - Captain in Jacob W. Marshalls Co. Once when he was at his home 

near Clover Lick on furlough he and other Confederate soldiers were 
at the home of Woods Poage, suddenly I. 7if. Allen and a .company of 
his scouts began firing on them from the top cf a hill near the house 
They ran for the woods but Gum. seeing he was going to be overtaken, 
dropped to the ground and lay still when the newt shot was fired. 

As the pursuers passed by they said "Well, we got one of them," and 
ran on after the others. So Gum. escaped. Gum and Allen lived within 
a mile of each other. 

. \ 1 I 

Geiger, Cutlip - 62nd Va. ' ' 

Leri - 7/ounded Spottsylvania. 

- , ■. hooryde - of Greenbenk Wounded at Spottsvlvania Court House, and again at 

Liberty. A third time at Winchester. At Cold Harbor he had his 
mustache shaved off by a minnie ball. He was twice a prisoner of 
Captured the first time at Uriah Heveners in 1661 and paroled. 
Cecor.c -time taken at his home on Back Mountain in Get. 1664 and taken 
to Clarksburg. * 

b-.i-.on, l» .tit - D.od ax Port Republic 

•• 7. - Lain.. nervod through the war. 

«•", U.My A, - 

-*•« . u: - S>1 In Iho »nr. 

- CZaC Va. 
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Fed el, J 53 '*'-’ 1 | Thes0 twc , were f rorn clover Lick, both survived the war. 
friel, John L ( 

^ fnr6 John - Wounded at Gettysburg, died at Richmond soon after in Chinboroys 


Hospital. 


Gas, Robert h• - 

Gey, Robert N. - 

Gey, Samuel 3.1. - 'Sounded at Strasburg, Va. 

Ge' : rer, Godfrey - (Took part in some of the biggest battles of the war. Were at 
(home on furlough and called by Joe C. Gay to take part in 
(battle of Duncans Lane. 

/ a . 

Sum, John 2. - 

• 

Gum, tic Brice J. - Captain in Jacob W. Marshalls Co. Once when he was at his home 

near Clover Lick on furlough he and other Confederate soldiers were 

at the home of 7,bods Poage, suddenly I. 7if. Allen and a .company of 

his scouts began firing on them from the top cf a hill near the house. 

They ran for the woods but Gum seeing he was going to be overtaken, 

dropped to the ground and lay still when the newt shot was fired. 

As the pursuers passed by they said "Well, we got one of them," arid 

ran on after the others. So Gum. escaped. Gum and Allen lived within 

a mile of each other. -■ , 

. \ • 

Seieer, Cutlip - 62nd Va. ' 

, Lev 1 - Wounded Spottsylvania. 

i fcLryde - of Greenbenk Wounded at Spottsylvania Court Bouse, and again at 
Liberty. A third time at Winchester. At Cold Harbor he had his 
mustache shaved off by e ralnnie ball. He was twice a prisoner of 
*ur. Captured the first time at Uriah Heveners in 1661 and paroled. 

Gecono time taken at his home on Back Mountain in Cct. 1664 and taken 
to Clarksburg. * 

• •' vn * •>* - Diod at Port Republic 

• 7. - Lalu.. Borvud through the war. 

*•*'+*, lAnty A. - 

*« 3 '■■■ - ir. i v *nr. 
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r navid D. - died during war. 

L«niio n * DaviD 

K «mi»cn. Kothaniel - 


Ke 


. ison, > Tc ^ n 


!.«£. «• - 22=4 T6 - 


Loore, Charles L 


’ . „ . . aled of wounds received In 7 day fight around Rietaoni. Buried near 

C. « ^ Ta . 


Beore, Hill- - Captured near Richmond in 1862. Sever heard from a£8in. 
’-'cLeu^lin, John - Taken prisoner. Died Camp Chase, Ohio. 


- ~ . T s . T? _ Leiu . while on picket at the Rapidan River, he joked with the 
j8m6S H * oS;; and as heatuck out his foot, in an instant his ankle 
was shattered by a minnie ball, he was taken to a hospital 
and doing well, but he ate too much of the good things brought 
by some ladies. One of few conf. killed Dy kindness. 


-Uurhlin, Jacob - Died in war, in the battle of Cedar Creek, Oct . 19, 1864. ^ He wrote 
from Bunker Hill on Aug. 1, 1864 to his cousin Nannie LcLeu^hlm m 
which he tells of much marching and fighting since toy 4, ana states 
further that the troops are very much exhausted by these fatiguing 
marching and hopes they can rest awhile. He further says "I am 
sorry to inform you that both your brothers are taken prisoners, 
and the whole of the 25th Regiment excepting 14 have been taken. 

•You ought to be-thankful they are prisoners instead of being ki_led, 
as there have so many poor. soldiers fallen this simmer. I think 
E'crisor.er now is much better off than we poor men that have to 
fight and march so much. At least I know,they are in less danger" 

It goes on to say he has not written sooner because they have not 
stopped long enough to write. 


ill, 0. H. - 


- Captain of Nicholas flues. At the time of the battle of Droop 
It.u tain Claiborne McNeil of EBuckey, e Confederate soldier was at 
h'xi.c on n leave of absence. Hearing the battle begin he climbed ur 
Brldger K ‘.eh and sea the battle. On one side was engaged his 
• nr -*i or- McNeil, i.-ifl on the ther side his half brother, 

■ " f r. _ .rtf." tin- i-at tie, L'eKeevir knowing that '..is h-.lf 
on N.o'Vil had been on,raged was filled with appraber.si* r, 

• t« '■ '"ty, rim. Bonrchod among the df.C and wounded, an t - 

y t!.• lore lin- of prisoners. Preae-itly he saw »:e*'eil and' 
i with outstretched hand aaylnc how gird lie was that ha cas 
' irt. But lai taln McNtl 1 \ . fl .ad with bjtt - . S3 
It. lie roldod h e am# am. thus he spoke; "I am 
■f'. tu.t -u to.- arc alive ir • .ell, but, .Ofra 
t•• -lajr". McNeil or u «i to Jtart Delaw 
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navid D. - died during war. 

»»!«•■ M,1 ‘ " - 

K«rxis 2n » > Tc,lul 

hot* a. - Ta ‘ \ 

coore, Cberles L - ‘ 

5 i n 7 flav fight around Richmond. Buried near 

- r - died of wounds received in / aaj iic-n aj- 

-' L ' 3r enwooa Tunnel, Va. 

Cor., Killian - Captured near aichmond in 1B62. Never heard from a £ ai D . 

'■'Irai-.lin, John - Taken prisoner. Died Camp Chase, Ohio. 

• - Leiu. While on picket at the R&pidan River, he joked 'With the 

irc-urnlm, James H. Leiu., J ^ ^ Mg footf in an instant his ankle 

was shattered by a minnie ball, he v.as taken to a hosprtal 
and doing well, but he ate too much of the good things brought 
by scene ladies. One of few conf. killed Dy kindness. 

L-LKighlia, Jacob - Died in war, in the battle of Cedar Creek, Oct. 19, 1864. ^ He wrote 
from Bunker Hill on Aug. 1, 1864 to his cousin Nannie LicLeughlin in 
which he tells of much marching and fighting since Kay 4, ana states 
further that the troops are very much exhausted by these fatiguing 
marching and hopes they can rest awhile. He further says "I am 
sorry to inform you that both your brothers are taken prisoners, 
and the whole of the 25th Regiment excepting 14 have been taken. 

•You ought to he'thankful they are prisoners instead of being ki_led, 
as there have so many poor. soldiers fallen this sinner. I think 
a'crisor.er now is much better off than we poor men that have to 
firht and march so much. At least I know,they are in less danger" 
Itfgoes on to say he has not written sooner because they have not 
Btopped long enough to write. . 

Balr.-gxlln, o. B. - 

- Cn; tain of Nicholas 'lues. At the time of the battle of Droop 
V. i.-.tnln Claiborne McNeil of IBuckey, e Confederate soldier was at 
i.'x:.r c-i, n let.vo of uboence. Hearing the battle begin lie climbed ur 
k.-l-V-r K *-ch nn'. t >".w the bottle. On one side was engaged his 
h- .i er .*- ,.••• McNeil, and on the other side his half brother, 

' 'he . r. _ After the battle, liieKo.ever' knowing that his h-.lf 
op ;.‘,c"eil hud boon engaged wrb filled with apprehension 
' ' ' ‘ety, MM searched nmong the dead and wounded, aaJ t -— 

t!-.o long line of prison era. Presently he saw Ke"eil and 
r f'cd up "StJ. outetrotchefl hand aaylnc how gird he was that he was 
u«t ,rt. "it in tein McNeil v filled with bjtternoss 
lie folded to «• nmi at thus he t -okoj "1 an l..d to 
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»nfle t-day". Uo“eU wrp lft <&, t o fort Delaware uhure 
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„ wU1 be —a that t*. -i» battl. of Braxton -« 

, 1861 end that the’ GonTedcrata army fell beck to the cp 
° Ct ' ’ oa we nt to building ceblna for the .Inter, and lortlfying 


Ullesbeny, an 

4 sliding batteries. 

*" m , Idea of the Confederates in moving to the Top aUegheny wee 
. „„ ent an a^y fro- inching In behind then, by the way of the tenth 

pork road, and the Creenbank Mountain road. Pickets were placed down 
tM Greenback road, and on the North Pork road. The pickets on the 
Horth Fork real decided to blockade It, to be sure that the enemy could 
not get in the rear,' and company 0 was on the detail to pilot a conf* ny 
■ Of soldiers down on the North Pork with the instructions to blockade 
i: m such a tangle that It would take a year or more to cut It out. 

The soldiers cut down the mannoth hemlock across the road for about 
four miles. The soldiers said that it was the largest blockade in the 
„ ap . After the war it took the road hands about two years to cut it out 
-r r ne road, and each man working about four days. The C-reenbank mounted. 
rz'-i was also blockaded. 

It was in the engagement on Top -Allegheny that the old Confederates 
i‘"S, •Vllllam Slayton was wounded and crept off in the bush to die, 
fo.nl two days later by his comrades who were searching for mis 
a i liars, -heir attention was attracted to the place of some one 
ri . ood old hymn. When found, they were told he though he would 
‘ st before he died, but he recovered and lived many years. 

• * *. : 1 re remembered fhat the home of John Yeager was in the 

• • i.M.lfs rield. .Ve hnve it from Mrs. Kachel Sutton, who 

• ■ •• r. •; •• r • iv y* ng with her uncle, John Yeager and Mp. J. 

. -t (,r Jo>m Y-ager, that they wore awakened in the morn- 

r f .vli- » the loud talking of tho soldiers. They were 
'It for ’a*tin, and were filling the breastworks just back 


io. *n 'he bullets nr an felling on the house like 







-2- 


It , U1 b. that *.. -i» ° f *«*“ *“ ^ 

, 1961 and that the' Confederate army fell back to the op 

Oct • 1 * ... _ a _J_— nverf 


md went to bulldlnf cabins for the winter, and fortifying 


Allegheny, 

. building batteries. 

Idea of the Confederates In moving to the Top *Ue S heny was 
( „„ .„ t an army from marching In behind them by the way of the forth 

: rk road , and the Oreenhan* Mountain road. Pickets were placed down 
t °„ Grsenbank road, and on the North Fork road. The pickets on the 
Korth Fork roai decided to blockade It, to be sure that the enemy could 
cct get m the rear, and company G was on the detail to pilot a company 
of soldiers down on the North ?ork with the instructions to blockade 
it in such a tangle that it would take a year or more to cut it out. 

7he soldiers cut down the mannoth hemlock across the road for about 
four miles. The soldiers said that it was the largest blockade in the 
--. r . After the war it took the road hands about two years to cut it out 
-f the road, and each man working about four days. The C-reenbank mountai 
read was also blockaded. 

It was in the engagement on Top -Allegheny that the old Confederates 
; ir-s, William Slayton was wounded and crept off in the bash to die, 

- Bt; round two days later by his comrades who were searching for mis; 

•: 1 :i<;rs. -heir attention was attracted to the place of some one 
t ~.j a . ood old hymn. When found, they were told he though he would 
- & • T.-in before be died, but he recovered and lived many years. 

• *ii 1 re remembered that the home of John Yeager was in the 
• v." '■ little field. We have it from Mrs. Rachel Sutton, who 
r' r -in.- w’.th her uncle, John Yeager and Mr. J. • L '. 
s.nir.’-r or John You -or, that they wore awakened in the morn- 
C r-.yll. ht by the loud talking of the soldiers. They were 
cudy for battle, and were rilling the breastworks just back 
• ®. '"n the bullets be. en felling on the house like 
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r.e inmates 


tne 



E , ora -,a the inmates to vacate the house, 

cenfeaera* Genera ■ ^ ^ afte . the battle, they 

er «- — - Baaiy aan,iSd b ; 
fDUnd b X ana honse .as fUXed with woumded solhiers. The upstates 

; or . ^ -—— -—° f t&e s ° iaiers di 

“ rrtreat of the Baton forces after the battXe was known as "Slay 
tons Betreat" and le, to the composition of .the oia violin tone of the 
same nans, which was composed by two Confederates Soviets, Oeor S e B. 
Sutton and Robert Wolfenbarger, who said they heard him trying to give 
the command to retreat, but couldn't say anything for stammering. It 
„ a3 reported afterwards, that the delay of the Bn ion army, and failing 
to make the attach in the rear at the proper time was due to the fact 
that ’they found a barrel or two of good cider at the Rottingham home 
and wouldn't march a step until it was all consumed and their canteene 


filled. The unreasonable thing about the official reports of the battle 
of *op Allegheny is that perhaps 2000 soldiers on each side would stand 
and shoot at each other from daylight until 2:30 and only 20 killed on 
each side. But it will be remembered that the boys of the Blue and the 


C-ray" v/ho fought were amateurs in the art of warfare, and had not yet 
teen drilled, and h a d not learned the military tactics of Jackson, Lee, 
and Grant. The shooting must have been at random, for the lumber 
company v/ho cut the timber in that section found a number of trees 
half cut down by the cannon balls, these trees were said to be entirely 
ovt of the line of battle. 

From: Pocahontas Times 

from a history of Greenbank 
written in 1934 by R. W. Brown 
of Greenbank and pub. in the 
times. 
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“ ‘^retreat of the Union fences aften the battle was Known as "Sla y 
tons Hgtreat" and led to the exposition of the old violin tune of a 
nans, which was conposed by two Confederates so*le ra , 0eon 8 e B. 
SuUon and Robert Wolfenbangen, who said they heard hi. trying to g ve 
tle comnand to retreat, but couldn't say anything for starring. It 
v „, reported afterwards, that the delay of the Union anny, and failing 
to rake the attack in the rear at the proper time .as due to the fact 


to naue tne auaun *- 

that 'they found a barrel or two of good cider at the tottinghan. home 
and wouldn’t march a step until it was all 


filled. The unreasonable thing about the official reports of the battle 
of r op Allegheny is that perhaps 2000 soldiers on each side would stand 
and shoot at each other from daylight until 2:30 and only 20 killed on 
each side. But it will be remembered that the boys of the Blue and the 


C-ray" v/ho fought were amateurs in the art of warfare, and had not yet 
been drilled, and h a d not learned the military tactics of Jackson, Lee, 
and Grant. The shooting must have been at random, for the 1-umber 
company who cut the timber in that section found a number of trees 
half cut down by the cannon balls, these trees were said to be entirely 
out of the line of battle. 


From: Pocahontas Times 

from a history of Greenbank 
written in 1934 by R. W. Brown 
of Greenbank and pub. in the 
times. 













■ h * t xperienc 9 of a soldier at the battle of Droof Mountain In 

' M . foot soldier marching through to take his stand at Droop 

1665* A 1 

intain passed near his home and his folks presented him with a fine 
wled hftal> which he placed in a knapsack and carried some twenty odd 
r , leg on a forced march to the battlefield where he had a few hours rest 
Rnd waa than envolved in the battle. The Confederates retreated and 


-arched until late at night when'they called a halt just outside of 
Lewisburg. This soldier in 24 hours had walked over 50 miles and 
had fought a battle. Being ready for refreshments, he looked for . 
his has and found that there was nothing but a rock. Just before the 
battle, while he was taking a nap, some comrade had stolen his ham 
and replaced it with a rock weighing bout the same number of pounds. 
It was this stone he had been defending against onslaught and which 
be had carried all these weary miles. 

Pocahontas Times. 
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„ he t xperience of a soldier at the battle of Droof Mountain In 

! foot soldier marching through to take his stand at Droop 

1665* A 1 

. ,,.-. nln passed near his home and his folks presented him with a fine 
^-red bam, which he placed in a knapsack and carried some twenty odd 
_o ?s on a forced march to the battlefield where he had a few hours rest 
Rnd waa than envolved in the battle. The Confederates retreated and 
-arched until late at night when'they called a halt just outside of 
Lewlsburg. This soldier in 24 hours had walked over 50 miles and 
bad fought a battle. Being ready for refreshments, he looked for - 
bis ha = and found that there was nothing but a rock. Just before the 
battle, while he was taking a nap, some comrade had stolen his ham 
and replaced it with a rock weighing bout the same number of pounds. 

It tt 3 s this stone he had been defending against onslaught and which 
h- had carried all these weary miles. 

Pocahontas Times. 
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villi** Young Sr. of Stony Creek who had neighbors fighting 
v „ h S ides. Also many relatives and friends, attempted strict 
ity. For this he was made a victim of local animosities. 

^ a 4 soffle skill as a physician, and it became customary for the 
neighbors to call for his help during the dreadful epidemic of 
c'ptberia and other' camp diseases which swept the county during 
—e war. It was while answering a call of mercy to a family living 
on Sevego that he was met at the Griffin place by a party of Confederate 
s—pathizers and soldiers and put under arrest. He was first confined 
in the jail at Huntersville, thence comveyed favor, kinsman, the 
late Levi Gay, a Confederate soldier, was allowed to take him to 
Highland. Kr Young sickened and died during that same year in. Libby 
Prison in Richmond. His end was no doubt hastened by worry and grief 


ever unjust imprisonment, as much as by necessary hardship endured 


by a prisoner of war, removed from the free environment of his beloved 
ir.tain country. He was by principle anti-slavery, and therefore classed 

*a pro-federal. 


Pocahontas Times ' 

Aug. 8, 1918. Norman Price. 






r , 21 !nr. Young Sr. of Stony Creek who had neighbors fighting 
. , th sides. Also many relatives and friends, attempted strict 
•Tality. For this he was made a victim of local animosities. 
some skill as a physician, and it became customary for the 
neighbors to call for his help during the dreadful epidemic of 
diptheria and other' camp diseases which swept the county during 
the war. It was while answering a call of mercy to a family living 
on Sevego that he was met at the Griffin place by a party of Confederate 
svrpathizers and soldiers and put under arrest. He was first confined 
in the jail at Huntersville, thence comveyed favor, kinsman, the 
late Levi Gay, a Confederate soldier, was allowed to take him to 
Highland. Kr Young sickened and died during that same year in. Libby 
Prison in Richmond. His end was no doubt hastened by worry and grief 
ever unjust imprisonment, as much as by necessary hardship endured 
by a prisoner of war, removed from the free environment of his beloved 
-'tain country. He was by principle anti-slavery, and therefore classed 
«s pro-federal. ^ 


Pocahontas Times ' 

Aug. 8, 1918. Norman Price. 


CIVIL WAR ACTIVITIES IN POCAHONTAS 


m Termnating in Battle at White Sulphur 

,'n August 21, 1863 Averill started to Huntersville and halted 
vi 5 -sin command at Frost, while some of his command drove the 
Confederates down Knapps Creek until they reached the Northwest 
rsssace between Huntersville and Minnehaha Springs. Here the 
Confederates to'ok a stand in the canyon. Averill hearing about 
it at Frost, on the 22nd sent Gibson's Battalion down Knapps Creek 
to rake it appear that it led the army. Then Averill with his main 
army crossed over into the Hills through the Shrader settlement. 

By this road Averill rode into the deserted village of Huntersville 
!r. the rear of the Confederates. A squadron of cavalry under Col. 

Ohley was sent to learn the *whe re bouts of the Confederates and found them 
retreating towards Warm Springs. The were overtaken and there was ■ 
continual skermishing -until the Confederates were driven through the 
Fyder Gap into Virginia. 

Camp Northwest near Huntersville was the first elaborate camp to 

bullt in the Civ11 War « It was located on the White farm, and there 
**re substantial log building, much equipment, and a lot of supplies 
there. The camp was burned on August 22, 1863. The commissary build- 
» s # cabins, blacksmith shop, wagons, rifles, and so forth 

■ : - Etr °y*< 3 a lot of plunder carried away. All the wheat and 
'••-r U th. Ill ODPO.U. J. A. Reed’s house was .Iso destroyed. 

Bleht th * Huntersville and waited for two 

tb *‘ *° r * “ r0 “ O * t0 ^° ln ‘her, by way of Beverly and 
j[[' " ’ ' ^ lh ” aBth '"" >rU1 m “ roho ' 1 to w »™ Springe and Col. 

°* D ' J °”‘ bM< «* h ’» to MUboro. Averill 

r “ a n ‘ V,nB Cl ”“ r ' a P0 °"" nt " Confederate 

r - ror or ' ,nbri8r -*■ * 

r< i.otj into n r9»nhrl«r. 












CIVIL WAR ACTIVITIES IN POCAHONTAS 

Terminating in Battle at White Sulphur 


,'n August 21, 1863 Averill started to Huntersville and halted 
v , c _. p < n command at Frost, while some of his command drove the 
Confederates down Knapps Creek until they reached the Northwest 
rassage between Huntersville and Minnehaha Springs. Here the 
Confederates took a stand in the canyon. Averill hearing about 
it at Frost, on the 22nd sent Gibson's Battalion down Knapps Creek 
to make it appear that It led the army. Then Averill with his main 
army crossed over into the Hills through, the Shrader settlement. 

By this road Averill rode into the deserted village of Huntersville 
!r. the rear of the Confederates. A squadron of cavalry under Col. 

Ohley was sent to learn the'wherebouts of the Confederates and found them 
retreating towards Warm Springs. The were overtaken and there was • 
continual skermishing until the Confederates were driven through the 
r.yder Gap into Virginia. 

Cano Northwest near Huntersville was the first elaborate camp to 

M bullt in the Civ11 War ‘ xt was located on the White farm, and there 
B * re ■ u *>«tanfcial log building, much equipment, and a lot of supplies 
-r^re. The camp was burned on August 22, 1863. The commissary build- 
» • ores, cabins, blacksmith shop, wagons, rifles, and so forth 


ttr< '^troyed and a lot of plunder carried 


away. All the wheat and 


in tta. mm onpe.lt. J. A. Reed's house was also destroyed. 

Meht P,a "” 1 » c “P« a at Huntersville and waited for two 
*’ th “ ” r * m ‘ rchlr ' 8 t0 ‘Hem by way ot Beverly and 
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t rV“° r ° r °” ■" brl0r C ° UntJ - H ” « 

r i.®d Into f>r««nbrl»r. 







7p keep Pocahontas County clear of Confederates he sent back the 


a : 0 th Vi • Va * to Cam P at Marlins Bottom. It was the regiment of 

,'pneral Thomas K. Harris. It was his command that fired the last 

shrt at Appomatton. After the war he served on the commission that 

tried the assassins of President Lincoln. 

% 

At the time he was in camp at Marlins Bottom, he has with him 
his twelve year old son, who has a horse of his own and who rode 
as the mascot of the "Tenth Legion". This twelve year old hoy is none 
: ther' than Hon. John T. Harris, the state clerk of the West Virginia 
senate and the most popular man in West Virginia. 

Prom, West Virginia 

. Legislative Hand Book-1928 
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BATTLE CHEAT MOOT,TAIN 
September 13, 1861 


T o fortifications at Valley and Middle mountains were made because of a report 
*, y W‘”iaa Skeen, a lawyer at Huntersville, who furnished them with a map, and who 
-omted out that the railroad at Millboro was exposed to attack as well as the railroad 
et Stain-ton and that it was not as many miles distant by turnpike. Therefore, Robert E. 
l?e was sent to Pocahontas to put up fortifications at this place. He arrived at Valley 
Krunteln on August 8, 1861. All histories say that his fortifications were on Valley 
teimtain. That in pert is true for that was the pass that his troops watched, but his 
zs'.z eenp was south of the pass through middle Mt. and the signs there today show the 
greatest amount of work. Tee’s troops were volunteers and amateurs in thearrfe of war. 

T-tre was a lot of sickness in his camp that summer. Almost all of Lee's troops, as well 
ss tier confederate troops in the county that summer 1861 w^re lowlandera from 'the 
ccttcz country. Many of them had never seen a mountain before. That was why the 
so-twins g:t them. There were very few mountain men in camp. 

r-.e Ci-.federete forces took up all of Gr-,enbrier Valley. They had araies at Travelers 
.-.srtcw) under the command of Loring. At Huntersville (Camp Northwest) at 
To? A1 leebeney. These troops come from all over the south. They had been 
to the febt that It soon became apparent the Virginia west or the great 
' * la « to I njt soldiers into the field to aid secession. 
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T-p fortifications at Valley and Middle mountains were made because of a report 
vy William Skeen, ' a lawyer at Huntersville, who furnished them with a map, and who 
-.-mted out that the railroad at Millboro was exposed to attack as well as the railroad 
et Staunton and that it was not as many miles distant by turnpike. Therefore, Robert E. 
lee was sent to Pocahontas to put up fortifications at this place. He arrived at Valley 
ur.tein on August 8, 1861. All histories say that his fortifications were on Valley 
Una:tain. That in pert is true for that was the pass that his troops watched, but his 
-•‘.z eemp was south of the pass through middle Mt. and the signs there today show the 
greatest amount of work. Tee’s troops were volunteers and amateurs in the’arrfe of war. 
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. ln the TygartB Volley at Elk Water. Here that army dug one of tie biggest 
. )8 an( j bunkers of the wer to hold the road. To keep the fort from being flacked 

i __. sed f rom behind, another army had made a most elaborate fortified camp at 

w . . a , s Top of Cheat on the Staunton and Parkersburg Turnpike. This place also lent 
<*self to easy defense. The road here passes through a gap between to beautiful hills, 
and the soldiers fortified both sides of the road. 

The Union and Confederate forces faced each other for about two months, eech waiting 
r r the other to give battle. Finally, about the middle of September, Lee planned to 
attack the fortifications at Elkwater. Realizing that the pike was closed by the 
fortifications at White Top, the orders were that ofl the night of Sept. 13, (Some authori 
;iea say the 11th), the army from Camp Bartow were to climb Back Allegheny then leave the 
r *i and silently pass Whites Top through the spruce woods and to fall in behind these 
.-reifications. A port of the army was to stay and watch the army at White Top to 

them from Joining the other Union forces. The rest of the Army from Camp Bartow 
‘•-re *.: drop down into Tygarts Valley and march up stream and attack the Elkwater 
‘ r*.iftcations in the rear, while Lee marched down and attacked the front. Never was a 
M» planned, and never was one worse executed, hut'Lee eouia not have known 
the epn.ee wood* on top or Cheat were like or ho would not have ewpeeted an exmy 

“ eet Lee-e oemp was In hardwood territory where a 

“ ~u, walk through, hut to take an army through the Jungles or Chest in the 

° f Pr ° J ' C *- •— of spruce something like . 
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Chapter 4— Section 4-Part b 


Reminiscences of Civil war Days. 

5y Evelyn Yeager Beard. 

In the fall and winter of 1861-62 the Confederate 
soldiers camped at Camp Allegheny, my old home place, under 
the command of Jose (Ed) Johnson. The sugar grove Delonging 
to ny father, John Yeager, consisting of about five hundred 
trees was used for building the camps and cabins. This lo¬ 
cation could be used as a point of vantage, as Dy using field 
glasses they could observe the movements of the Union soldiers 
camped on top of Cheat fountain, near the Clubhouse. 

The year of 1661-62 was a cold and rainy year. ICany 

of the soldiers camping there were from the South. I remember 

is . -a 

them as being not ver y w armly clad, and shivering with cold. 

Pot being used to the~cold, damp climate many of them sickened 

* 

a:.i died, and were buried on a little hill Dav-k. of our house. 

Our back porch was partitioned off to be used as a 

sc-.-.: awry by "ncle Jake ^.rbogast. The soldiers wanting 

-- jo, candy, dtc., would have to wait their turn. The 

g 11, and at tlrae3 crowded, they would ask me to 

-r . .. ..os for them. Being n child and small, they 

•« room for mo. I would make their purchases and then 

: *• »e o i i: • : nl •• 1 'ire of the oondy. I was u youngster of 

c -t ten «:4 ty brother, Ueok Yosger (Paul MoNool Yeager) eight. 

“* end sol made a lot over ua ohildron. Seoeiv- 

lr * ® lb# y invite US down to help eat t:.en. 

-re* *• »«re not particularly any in doing so. Many of 
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Chapter 4 -Section 4-Part b 


Reminiscences of Civil -ar Days. 

By Evelyn Yeager Beard. 

In the fall and winter of 1861-62 the Confederate 
soldiers camped at Camp Allegheny, my old home place, under 
the command of Jose (Ed) Johnson. The sugar grove belonging 
to ny father, John Yeager, consisting of about five hundred 
trees was used for building the camps and cabins. This lo¬ 
cation could be used as a point of vantage, as Dy using field 
classes they could observe the movements of the Union soldiers 
camped on top of Cheat fountain, near the Clubhouse. 

The year of 1661-62 was a cold and rainy year. L!any 
of the soldiers camping there were from the South. I remember 

T . -a 

them as being not ver y w armly clad, and shivering with cold. 

:.'ot being used to the - cold, damp climate many of them sickened 

* J 

a:.i died, and were buried on a little hill oav-k of our house. 

our back porch was partitioned off to be used as a 

. : ssary by uncle Jake ^rbogast. The soldiers wanting 

candy, etc., would have to wait their turn. The 

..Mil , and at times crowded, they would ask me to 

l Mr ...... udi for them. Being a child and small, they 

•o room for me. I would make their purchases and then 

> e n . : - :ni aLnre of the onndy. I was u youngster of 

-4t !•:. e 1 tty brother, Meok Yoegor (Paul LIoNoel Yeager) eight 

’•« rx cere end •older* innde • lot over ua children. Reoeiv- 
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rso »e Wore not ;.*r Ucularly any in doing ao. i.any or 
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tM cokas wore decorated so fancy that as children we thought 


thera was nothing In the world like them. Colonel McCune 
would often let me wear the big plume he wore in his hat, and 
. t , V£JS a g aia day for me when I would have the privilege of 
-earing it. .'hen leaving Camp Allegheny, he gave me tne plume, 
tailing it from his hat, saying I could keep it for always. 

One of the skirmishes of the Civil War was fought at 
this point, called Church Hill, oi Camp Allegheny. While 
rut a skirmish, it was a hard fought one and lasted from about 
4 until after 2, P.M. If I remember correctly, nineteen 

.•ere killed. I remember the shots falling on the roof of our 
house like hail. L£y mother and sister Fannie were ill at this 
-.:-e. During a lull in the battle Colonel Baldwin of the 52nd 
Virginia Regiment had them carried over on cots to his own cabin 
r~r rnfety, and they—remained there during the night. My brother 
Yeager and myself watched the remainder of the battle from 
► t of safety. 7?e saw the Confederate flagman fall, and 
-■-* '. h flag almost instantly raised again, believe by Lieut. 

- r, -.it I am not positive about the name. Capt. Mollohan 

■ 'in the battle of Church Hill, and was buried there 

'iny others. A spent boll passed between my brother 
■■■ :y Yoagor, and Rachel Arbogaat, who was visiting us. 

. -m 'in, ; 0 M od orate v.m o killed by advanced guard of Union 

- -:ic * irocftud in Confederate uniform. Opt. ^nderson waved 


I el. 


*• t'.inking ’-nay ««r D Confederate men and he was Instantly 


’ter 




1 « f.o over there *«ro several wounded men 
.Sic oebina Dare UnBUltttbli 
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-earing it. -hen leaving Camp Allegheny, he gave me the plume, 
taking it from his hat, saying I could keep it for always. 

One of the skirmishes of the Civil War was fought at 
this point, called Church Hill, oi Camp Allegheny. While 
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a tM upstairs of our house converted into a temporary ho 
“ tal ' 0ur house was under construction when war broke out, 
!,'I was not then complete. The upstairs was one large room. 
",veral of the wounded men died, and were buried along by those 
Tiled in battle. For a brief period a downstairs room was 
occupied by a sick officer, with his wife and baby. later 
t hts same room was used as a Post Office kept by Uncle Jake 


^rbogast. The front part of this house is still in good con¬ 
dition, the remainder being torn down. Vfe had quite a collect¬ 
ion 0 f sabers, cannoi balls, musket balls and minnie balls which 
we used in our play. Si Freeman, living at the present time 
at the old home place at Allegheny church, finds some of the 
-us&et balls occasionally'when plowing his fields. He gave 

it them to us when we had a family_reunion picnic ther e in 
• ne suriner of 1924. -The old batteries and trenches are still 
in evidence. 

... Confederate soldier was sick in one of the camps of 
■ *: .-.t . lrglnia iier.iment when a Union soldier crept into the 
r . ..; to :,*.«:>» 1 provisions, thinking the cabin was empty. The 

. .r orewlcd to the door after him and shot him. 

■J father, John Yeager, died December 2, 1861, and was 
* }*-*• ! to ijv# b*en poisoned. 

;>r 1 rig of 1862 the Confederates broke a amp on 
. 1* r y. t ' «o o'clock tho same night of ti.eir leaving 
.Men n d two or ti.ro* other men not fire to the oommisshry 
y . t ng ov«ry other cabin. My mother plead- 


e \ 
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....d the upstairs of our house converted into a temporary ho 
“ tal- 0ur house was under construction when war broke out, 

„ as not then complete. The upstairs was one large room. 
8 ” vfral of the wounded men died, and were buried along by those 
’,11161 in battle. For a brief period a downstairs room was 
occupied by a sick officer, with his wife and baby. Later 
this same room was used as a Post Office kept by Uncle Jake 
^rbogast. The front part of this house is still in good con¬ 
dition, the remainder being torn down. Vie had quite a collect¬ 
ion of sabers, cannoJi balls, musket balls and minnie balls which 
we used in our play. Si Freeman, living at the present time 
et the old home place at Allegheny church, finds some of the 
-.us'set bells occasionally’when plowing his fields. He gave 
so- ; of them to us when we had a family reunion picnic ther e in 
v.e summer of 1924. The old batteries and trenches are still 
In evidence. 
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- Fiings, but they told her she should be thankful they were 
_ it fuming the house. The 52nd and 31st Virginia Re^j-moiit 

were completely destroyed, but a few of the other cabins 

were saved. 

hhen the Confederates broke camp in the spring lo62, 

-y brothers, .Vi 11 and Henry Meager, Crawford Arbogast and otners 
sent with them, Will and Henry joining Company G. 31st Virginia 
Regiment, Earle's Division, Ewell's Corps. Will was klxxed 
,-eb. b, J.865 at Hatcher's Run near Petersburg, Virginia, and 
kss buried there. Henry Yeager and W. H. Hull were captured 
and made prisoners at Fort Steadman near Petersburg on March 25, 
1565, and taken to Point Lookout, Maryland. They were released 
alphabetically, W. H. Hull the early part of July, and Henry 
soaetioe later._ M ___ 

After so many of our own boys had joined the army, mail 

... J 

hexane an important item in the lives of those at home. All of 
' Jr • = il, as .veil as that of the neighbors, had to be gotten 
'•• •••- Hlf'htown, Virginia, eleven miles away, only one house being 
'-•-'Jl along the way. The person making the trip would bring 
• r ''T all in the neighborhood. Practically every family had 
° no belonged to them in the war. The boys, before 

rnV ‘ *'• that when any of them wrote a letter, they 

• >:. ■-!,<- one# they know and hod soon, so each family 

• .n *.«• .. of „„ .. ^„ lbl0 . „, 1X ln th0 „ daya llas not a 

It Id now, and receiving word, however lndi- 
• oo-u-ort to the one a „t home. tbmi our turn 
I *»>• MU, 1 nh& usually the one that rode borae- 


dat] 
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*es buried there. Henry Yeager and W. H. Hull were captured 
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1555, and taken to Point Lookout, Maryland. They were released 
alphabetically, W. H. Hull the early part of July, and Henry 
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^ on the weekly trips to get it. I never was afraid, ex- 
oept wh en making the return trip. On the way home at every 
uirn in th e road, I expected to meet an army of Yankees. 

•-'i-ht of the eleven miles was dense timberland, and looking 
back on it now, I believe I was a pretty good soldier myself, 
for those miles seemed long ones to a child making the trip 
alone, even though I usually went and came in a sleeping gal¬ 
lop. On one of these trips my sister Fannie, about twenty 
years of age, later Mrs. James D. Kerr, made the trip. >-fte. 
leaving, several regiments of Union soldiers came by on their 
way to Right own, ana my mother knew that my sister would have 
to meet them on her way back. The hour came for her return, 
sundown and dark, and still she had not returned. It was a 
long, anxious night, and we, children that we were, at least 
partly realized the hours of anxious suspense that my mother 
was going through. At daybreak she returned. She had met 
* r ' Yankee soldiers about three o'dock in the afternoon, six 
from home, at Layrel Fork. A ruffian soldier ordered 
•* 5 -' off :.er horse, but the officer in command (think it was 
aington Hull, from McDowell, Virginia) stepped 
1 Tsyinp., "Wo, Lady, stay on your horse. You shall 
T-iod but VO shall have to delay your return home 
- n -. ,o moon to camp near here tonight and no 
•1 uni a O,, fried book." At sundown the officer sent a 
— ‘ th h or lo Du nl o 1 V.llfong’a, three milos from homo, he 
• i*unrd out 01 do nil night to make sure no word 

v„ conreiarnto bo Id lorn. At daybreak, he rejoined 
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bacK on the weekly trips to get it. I never was afraid, ex- 
oept w hen making the return trip. On the way home at every 
. ., n m the road, I expected to meet an army of Yankees. 

•-•i-ht of the eleven miles was dense timberland, and looking 
back on it now, I believe I was a pretty good soldier myself, 
for those miles seemed long ones to a child making the trip 
alone, even though I usually went and came in a sweeping gal¬ 
lop. On one of these trips my sister Fannie, about twenty 
years of age, later Mrs. James D. Kerr, made the trip. Afte. 
leaving^ several regiments of Union soldiers came by on their 
way to Eight own, ana my mother knew that my sister would have 
to meet them on her way back. The hour came for her return, 
sundown end dark, and still she had not returned. It was a 
long, anxious night, and we, children that we were, at least 
;artly realized the hours of anxious suspense that my mother 
was going through. At daybreak she returned. She had met 
* e Yankee soldiers about three o’dock in the afternoon, six 
■i*:3 from home, at Laurel Fork. A ruffian soldier ordered 
'■-? <:r horse, but the officer in command (think it was 

-• h:,:. i ngton Hull, from MoDowell, Virginia) stepped 

™ylng, "No, Lady, stay on your horse. You shall 
r nd but vo shell have to delay your return home 
! moon to oarap near here tonight and no 

1 rl UBl * oofrl « <J book." ,.t sundown the officer sent a 
■' •*‘ r l ’ Mh h * r lo '*"***■ ’•Vilfong'a, three miles from home, he 
tlt sla1in « '" nr * t>utsldo nil night to moke sure no word 
— to Confederate soldlsrs. .i daybreak, he rejoined 
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uis reginieQ' t » Jennie being given permission to return home. 

Union soldiers sometimes made camp at Camp Bartow, 
fter dark quite irequently mother would take one of us out 


vuiere we could see down to Camp Bartow to see if any camp 
fires were lighted. If so, we knew they would pass our 
house about eight o'clock the next morning. We would then 
drive the stock over to Sugar Camp Bidge, so the Yankees would 
not take them as they went by, brother Brown Yeager and Henry 
ilfong guarding them in the mountains. Sugar cakes, syrup, 
ue;ts and other provisions would be buried also. Years later 
;u?s of syrup were found and dug up. 

:'.other and Fannie knitted socks for Will and Henry 
■'-ile in the army. Yankees were often passing- through, and 
-ne^of these times we had quite a scramble in the pantry. 

- : ’;r end I entered in time to see a Yankee trying to make 
* 3 --3"e;.e through the window with his arms full of provisions 
e prized .-mitted socks, with Fannie clinging frantically 
‘so c;, determined he should not have them. Those 
' ' fro::, outnide laughed at their comrade's predicament 
• ’O retain the socks as well as the provisions, and yet 
- Mb hoi a no© on the high narrow window. Fannie was 
• in the atru^le for possession of the socks. 

Couoln 14og ..rbogont, Ut upboll, and I were visit- 
* im * ottlnabua «h o lived near Boyer. in ev . 

~.«i y .« tr.^ay „ by . 14ti oni pronlts playad 

*• been turned Into tragedy. 




>ily 


•« were about 


me tin 


"O droBaed In uniform, put 
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>-is regiment, rannie being given permission to return home. 

Union soldiers sometimes made camp at Camp Bartow. 

. fter dark quite frequently mother would take one of us out 


where we could see down to Camp Bartow to see if any camp 
fires were lighted. If so, we knew they would pass our 
house about eight o’clock the next morning. We would then 
drive the stock over to Sugar Camp Ridge, so the Yankees would 
not take them as they went by, brother Brown Yeager and Henry 
ilfong guarding them in the mountains. Sugar cakes, syrup, 
ts and other provisions would be buried also. Years later 
jugs of syrup were found and dug up. 

::other and Fannie knitted socks for Will and Henry 
r '-le in the ermy. Yankees were often passing- through, and 
8t these times we had quite a scramble in the pantry. 


- •. r.er end I entered in time to see a Yankee trying to make 
• --c-sue through the window with his arms full of provisions 
- ’ -e prized knitted socks, with Fannie clinging frantically 
o, determined he should not have them. Those 
• from outside laughed at their comrade’s predicament, 

1 retain the sooks as well as the provisions, and yet 

- -la balance on the high narrow window. Fannie was 
\u the struggle Tor possession of the socks. 

• :n -u: rbogniJt, later Campbell, and I were visit- 
-■•■lido loiUnghoo "ho lived nour Boyer. kS in. ev- 
•*» .« tr.*.«y go .la. by .15., and prink . pUy#d 

***° ,u "* 4 Uto „„ obout 

••o dreseed in uniform, put 


ive 


-loe. 
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, rJ n over our shoulder, and vent out on the hill where we 
. . ie * Dave and Ji™ Kerr, who were not old enough to go to the 
army, could see us. They spied us and, thinking we were 
suspicious characters, possibly Yankee spies, shouldered 
*.heir guns also and started our way. We began to saunter 
in the direction of the house, but it was not long before we 
heard them cry, "Halt," which we .knew to do immediately. 

Only a short time before one of the pickets had cried,"Halt" 
to Jack Slayton. Not being quite normal mentally, ne became 
rrightened and did not obey the command. 1 can imagine 1 see 
them carrying him by our house now. 

Then the heavy fighting and cannonading was being done 


in Richmond and other points in Virginia, we would lie flat 

on the ground and listen tu the rumble of the cannon. An- 

__ ? 

. lously we would wait for mail to hear if our boys were in 
tr.03e battles and were safe. 

A t the close of the Civil V/ar, Henry Arbogast Yeager 
r.eld '-.s a prisoner-of-was at Point Lookout, Maryland, and 
re.ea-ied, after taking the oath of allegiance to the United 
on June 17, 1865. The prisoners were released alpha- 
• iy, ...vi Henry Yeager realized too late to be released 


m the original spelling of Yeager was with a "j", 

8 • • - r.*,n culling himself "Roager" instead of Yeager. 

• t finally rcieunod it was under "R" ea Henry A. Roager 
’« <ok ood ccro to sign it "Honty <i. Yeager". This is 
tr ** • •• ffcotoetat ooyy on file In Virginia state Library, 

•i. .-a., original on file in W.« Uopt., waabi 

• we.a not ua ironclad then now- 
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a ,. jn over our shoulder, and v;ent out on the hill where we 
_ : -e* Dave and Jim Kerr, who were not old enough to go to the 
f.rmy, could see us. They spied us and, thinking we were 
suspicious characters, possibly Yankee spies, shouldered 
-.heir guns also and started our way. We began to saunter 
in the direction of the house, but it was not long before we 
heard them cry, "Halt," which we .knew to do immediately. 

Only a short time before one of the pickets had cried,"Halt" 
to Jack Slayton. Not being quite normal mentally, tie became 
rrightened and did not obey the command. 1 can imagine 1 see 
them carrying him by our house now. 

.■hen the heavy fighting and cannonading, was being done 
in Richmond and other points in Virginia, we would lie flat 
on the ground and listen tu the rumble of the cannon. An¬ 
xiously we would wait for mail to hear if our boys were in 
*-'.03e battles and were safe. 

A t the close of the Civil War, Henry Arbogast Yeager 
**■. r.eld h s a prisoner-of-was at Point Lookout, Maryland, and 
**3 rc.ea-jed, after taking the oath of allegiance to the United 
' on June 17, 1865. The prisoners were released alpha- 

' ■ - Aiy, ., r u Henry Yeager realized too late to be released 


» ■) the original spelling of Yeager was with a "J", 

• ' * culling talmaolf "Roager" instead of Yeager. 

-• •• rii.' lly relonned It waa under "R" aa Henry A. Reager 

’ * ok aoo6 onro to olgn it "Honty , v . Yeager". This is 

Ft * • *• photMt ot U In tate Library, 

lla In war D.pt., C-, 

"lr byatkn rua not txa ironclad then us 
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CIVIL WAR 

J. W # Liathews served in the war between the states. He 
-always expressed a desire to be buried in a Confederate Uniform 
a ,, d according to his wish his body was drawn to the grave in a two- 
horse wa.Ton. 'He was born in Pocahontas County in 1839 and at the age of 
21 he erdisted as a private in Co. 125th Virginia Infantry and saw 
service In many of the historic battles of the Civil War. was one 
of the so-called prisoner of war in Charie ston S, C. been placed with 
a number of others, about 600 between the Federal defense and the 
attacking Confederates, and being exposed to the firing of this attack¬ 
ing army. Fortunately the danger of the prisoners was discovered in tire 
to avert any casualties. He died in Greenbrier County in 1930. 

«ednesday Oct. 10, 1934 Mathew John KcNeel celebrated this nineteenth 
birthday at the old KcKeel homestead where there has a John McNeel 
res—ed since 1768. At the age of seventeen he entered the Civil War 
and 2 aw arduous and honorable service. He is the last remaining member 

° f Captaln W * L * Meneels* Company of soldiers.-Pocahontas Times 

N ° Where ln the mountains were the Confederate States more solidly 
^ported then in the Greenbank community in fact there was hardly a 
‘ r “™ TJkn "° Und la the whole community. The first year of the war 1861, 

Company "G" of the Virgin!, 31st Regiment mustered 
r ' r '° 53 ,U the second par of the kar company 

, '* 120 * 11 ,lx r ’" 3t t* 11 “uehes end Robert 

, PI-MMMlly »U from the Greenbank E ls t r i ot . Company G 

T S1, ‘ R ' elMnt ° f th ' 4th ?nC “ 4e il Wo. 

M| and.r th. command of Robert E. L„. Th . Union soldiers 

K. ,. " 005,14 * 1 "' V * t,U Wh * n »•<> ‘o confront th. Slat 

•l.av. ’.T* 0 ”"* 11 '* rU,i ’- a "‘ “ th * '«» that th. Impaoe ... 

•tuhtorn and 1rr«Bletlbl#. 
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CIVIL WAR 

r a? *ain J. w » Mathews served in the war between the states. He 
-_i always expressed a desire to be buried in a Confederate Uniform 
ft ,, d acC ording to his wish his body was drawn to the grave in a two- 
horse wagon. 'He was born in Pocahontas County in 1839 and at the age of 
21 he erdisted as a private in Co. 125th Virginia Infantry and saw 
service in many of the historic battles of the Civil War. He was one 
of the so-called prisoner of war in Charleston S, C. been placed with 
a number of others, about 600 between the Federal defense and the 
attacking Confederates, and being exposed to the firing of this attack¬ 
ing army. Fortunately the danger of the prisoners was discovered in tire 
to avert any casualties. He died in Greenbrier County in 1930. 

«ednesday Oct. 10, 1934 Mathew John McKee 1 celebrated this nineteenth 
birthday at the old McNeel homestead where there has a John McNeel 
res vied since 1768. At the age of seventeen he entered the Civil War 
and saw arduous and honorable service. He is the last remaining member 

° f Ga? ' aln W * L * Reels' Company of soldiers.-Pocahontas Times 

if ° Where ln the mountains were the Confederate States more solidly 
^ported then in the Greenbank community in fact there was hardly a 

f0Und in the whole community. The first year of the war 1861, 
-onftder»t. Veteran. C m p m7 "G" of the Virginia 31st Regiment mustered 

„* tlW , ‘’ P,,C * M I" the second year of the war company 

" 180 ” UUn ' * n *1* ft tan except James H ushos Ro!jert 

1(t pr,otl(! * 1 ly «11 from the Oreenbank District. Company G. 

!1,t "* 8lm,,nt ° f tha ^igad. Of Stonewall J.okaona 
' lr * 7 Un4 * r th * CO " ;,, * n,1 ° f ROb,rt E> La# - Th « “men soldiers 

‘ 1 ’ ,r * “ U W '“ n th '^ *“« t0 oonfront th. 31a t 

° -ria.de. due to th. fact that ti» imp... .as 

*nd lrrof letlbl® , 






John M. Lightner was first Lieutanant in this Company 
from Huntersville. 

The third Company formed was that of Captain Arbogast at 
_reer.tank. It too, was attached to the 31st Virginia Infantry. 
Captain Arbogast was afterward promoted to Major of the reg¬ 
iment. Lieutenant ii. 1!. Poague of Pocahontas County but serving 
m a rath County Company was killed in action at v7arrenton 
Virginia, October 12 1363. 

Lieutanant James McLaughlin, of Captain Stofer*s Company 
from Huntersville was wounded at Shepherdstown and died at 
iTmcnester, Virginia. The loss was considerable on both 
sices. Among that of the Confederates was that of Captain 

A .'.Person of the Lynchburg Artillery and Captain J. c. TThitmer 
of the Focanontas Rifles. 

In the Civil War the first engagement which occurred in 
^cahontas County was at Camp Bartow on what is known as the 

VeaCei faIm kMm as Traveler 1 s Repose. Late ln tSe 
of 1.61 a Confederate force was collected at this point 
1 " lD '-' d ° f "" flr3t Ge °^ la In ^tr y , Col. . Wy ora 

0eOTRl9 - Johnson in 

‘ h * ' U, t Vlrrlnltt Infantry, Oolonel William h. 

“ 0Ol8n#1 Bottauon, the Churehvi U , 

r::.™- 

» mo entire force under th* 

Hor.ry l. j.okeon. mnd of 

lhtr, or eptembor, H&i . . - ."aa 

- --—« . 
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John M. Lightner was first Lieutanant in this Company 
from Huntersville. 

The third Company formed was that of Captain Arbogast at 
Creehbank. It too, was attached to the Jlst Virginia Infantry. 
Captain Arbogast was afterward promoted to Uajor of the reg¬ 
iment. Lieutenant ii. 1!. Poague of Pocahontas County but serving 
m a rath County Company was killed in action at "arrenton 
Virginia, October 12 1263 . 

Lieutanant James LIcLaughlin, of Captain Stofer's Company 
from Huntersville was wounded at Shepherdstown and died at 
•uncnester, Virginia. The loss was considerable on both 
sides. Among that of the Confederates was that of Captain 

Anderson of the Lynchburg Artillery and Captain J. c. Whitmer 
of the Pocanontas Rifles. 

in the Civil War the first engagement which occurred iu 
Pocahontas County was at Camp Bartow on what is known as the 
Peter Y e a Pei farm known as Traveler's Re P cse. Lat e ln t&e 

°' 1661 8 *»" collected at this coi nt 

- Of the first Georgia Infantry, Col. , Wy ora 

^ toe twelfth Georgiy, Colonel Edward Johnson i n 
t h . 31 „t Virginia infantry, Colonel WiUlam L. 

£2 T O0l6n#1 '■'«»», the Chureivilie 

22 r fc 222 

- .~:;:r —-—« 

° ft * f e l4u * of ^Ptombor, l«6l • 1 r 

w* r^»l. ' i¥ * oro «/nt. tacked 

wn *' BOilatlUt n - _ 


“O of oenerau Reynolds „ d Soa 


°crans. 



T e firing began early in the morning and continued until 
r.irhw-fall when the Federals withdrew and fell back to Cheat 
fountain summit. The Confederate loss was thirty-six killed. 
T.iat of the Federals unknown. A few days later the Confed¬ 
erates fell back to Camp Allegheny, and after being reinforced 
by two regiments, one of which was the S2nd Virginia Infantry, 
under Colonel John Baldwin, they fortified a strong natural 
.osition. Here in December they were again attacked by the 
Federals and the engagement continued throughout the day, but 
terminated as had'the first, in the repulse of the Federals. 


BATTLE OF RICH MOUNTAIN 


On the 23 rd day of June l*$ 6 l General McClellan assumed 
command of the Federal forces in Western Virginia and began 
a teries of movements which met with no successful resistance 
until the were compelled to retreat beyond the moun- 

•a.:. . .-.e marched against General Pegrim who with a force 

■ ‘♦'OO infantry had taken up a strong position on Rich l_oun- 


'. .lor. i: also known by that name in Pocahontas County. 

' ;.er.t 25 OO men and a battery of artillery to resist t'-e 

■ of R 01 ocrane. Tney were the first to reach the top 

■ V . .ntrtn and here the Federal^ were greeted by a die- 
T c '■< ArtllWy nnd their advance checked.Soon they were 
r^,f, rrea by ftn Indiana regiment. A charge was made along 
entire line. The Confederate,, fell bock and at once began 
* ! *ety retreat. 

” C Xi-JI, lh lli m m ktfriw, _<»w .v . . 


junta in 


htrewn with the dead 


and the wounded, 




T e firing began early in the morning and continued until 
• i^ht-fs-11 when the Federals withdrew and fell back; to Chedt 
fountain summit. The Confederate loss was tnirty-six killed. 
T.-.p-t of the Federals unknown. A few days later the Confed¬ 
erates fell back to Camp Allegheny, and after being reinforced 
bv two regiments, one of which was the S2nd Virginia Infantry, 
under Colonel John Baldwin, they fortified a strong natural 
.osition. Here in December they were again attacked by the 
Federals and the engagement continued throughout the day, but 
terminated as had’the first, in the repulse of the Federals. 


BATTL5 OF RICH MOUNTAIN 


On the 23 rd day of June lS 6 l General McClellan assumed 
command of the Federal forces in Western Virginia and began 
a series of movements which met with no successful resistance 
umll the were compelled to retreat beyond the moun¬ 
ts.:. . :.e marched against General Pegrim who with a force 

-100 lr.fantry had taken up a strong position on Rich lioun- 


. i also known by that name in Pocahontas County 


" er.t 2500 men and a battery of artillery to resist the 

Vi-f ‘ c " of RoBcerane. Tney were the first to reach the too 
• V'-...nlctln ftnd here the Federals were greeted by a die _ 
Ti ‘ n of Arttllrry and tneir advance ohecked.8oon they *ere 
" n?oro * d ** « lndlftnn regiment. A charge was made along 
1 lin# * Oonfedernteo fell bock and at once began 
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1J0 being cuivfced on tne field. Pegrim finding no way of 
escape a few days later surrendered his entire forces 

prisoners of war. 

General R. E. Lee in ?7est Virginia . 

General Sxx2. Lee, the ablest officer in Virginia, 
narcaed at t.:e head of 9000 men against General Reynolds 
wno was lying with a considerable force at Cheat Mountain. 

T.-.e attack was made on the l4th of September and after sev¬ 
eral- hours severe fighting Lee was forced to retreat, leaving 
100 dead upon the field. 

Among the dead was Colonel John Washington, a recent 
r. rietor of Mount Vernon. Lee's army halted on the banks 
c* t.-.e Greenbrier river and began to entrench itself. General 
Reynold3, after receiving- re-enforcements set out on the 2nd 

• October from Cheat 'Mountain with a force of 5000 men to 
-rive Lee from his position. Colonel Kimball with the 14-th 

: ..-.a led the advance while General Milroy, with a portion 
' brigade was to deploy to the left, drive in the pickets 
t e Confederates within the entrenchments. 

At daylight he/ arrived at Greenbrier bridge and found it 
A o.-.arga war. mnde, tne bridge carried and a cross- 

• footed. ?c#n began an artillery duel wnioh fairly 

■orrounding mot , ee of Lee , e 

— aisled end Bf afalo retreated. T„e Federal Loss was 

TL" 1 ™ t " lrt/ ' tWO W ° Ur,ded - L °* ** Jonnson 

- rtu miu 9000 »*« on t..o euaait or ua Aii,,, nUe| 

Jr.fJix > a. 
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lfO I s eir.r t'ur/fced on the field. Pegrim finding no way of 
escape a few days later surrendered his entire forces 

prisoners of war. 

General R. E. Lee in ?/est Virginia . 

General kxx 2. Lee, the ablest officer in Virginia, 
narcned at t.:e nead of 9000 men against General Reynolds 
who was lying with a considerable force at Cheat Mountain. 

T.-.e attack was made on the 14-th of September and after sev- 
erals ‘..ours severe fighting Lee was forced to retreat, leaving 
100 dead upon the field. 

Among the dead was Colonel John Washington, a recent 
r:-rietor of Mount Vernon. Lee's army halted on the banks 
- - *--:e Greenbrier river and began to entrench itself. General 
“eyr.olds, after receiving re-enforcements set out on the 2nd 
- October from Cheat Mountain with a force of 5000 men to 
:r:re Lee from his position. Colonel Kimball with the l4-th 
: a led the advance while General Milroy, with a oortion 

' ir brigade r/as to deploy to the left, drive in the picket* 

- ’ 1 e Confederates within the entrenchments. 


At daylight he/ arrived at Greenbrier bridge and found 
,1-d. A charge war. made, the bridge carried and a cros*- 
• effected. *hcn began an artillery duel wnioh fairly 
* t. e surrounding mountain*. Soon three of Lee« e gl . 
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, continued Ms march to Staunton. Mllroy marched 
against Johnson, taking with him the 13th Indiana and 
tTO °‘- cer re Simente. On the 15th of December he reached 
Allegheny where he found the Confederates strongly 

fortified. 

An engagement took place, the results of which were 
not afvantageous to either side, the loss being 130 on both 
sides. Milroy withdrew and fell back to Cheat Mountain. 



Above all taken from Hardesty's Encyclopedia . 
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tTO other regiments. On the 15th of December he reached 

Allegheny where he found the Confederates strongly 

fortified. 

An engagement took place, the results of which were 
not afvantageous to either side, the loss being 130 on both 
sides. Milroy withdrew and fell back to Cheat Mountain. 



Above all taken from Hardesty's Encyclopedia . 
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A part of the Confederate fortifications nt Camp Bartow 
at Travelers Hepose. Two cannons wore stationed here. 

This and several oth ers a re still to he found on this 
battle field. __ 


Lore .tepoae ns it is today. The only 

>J ' ln th0 oount *- original build! 
t-oyod during the Civil War. M r . B. 

teU8 mo thnt ^ont part of the 
U was rebuilt by Potor Vo«,or 
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Pocahontas County 


A part of the Confederate fortifications at Canp Bartow 
at Travelers Hepose. Two cannons were stationed here. 

This and several ot hers are still to he found on this 
battle field. 


nlatorle bml.r, Roposa n8 it i a today. ft 6 only ro g, 

Ut ’" *“ th ° «»«»• a. original Gliding , 
PWlull, doat.-oyod during the Civil War. Hr. B . E.Be 

Umr °" n * “ t,U * “ Unt th8 fr °« P-rt of th. hou, 
' “ r ° ,t * ou “ ,, 11 wn “ rtb »nt ty P„ tBr „ ter , 
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, #nv of our citizens were arrested durin B the W for being sympathizers 
oue . slde or the other. The following are a few of the flames 1 have been 
to find. Also some were killed for their beliefs. 

Thorns Galford was a pronounced Confederate sympathizer and was, regerded 
„ 8 dangerous citizen to be at large in war times, lie was arrested by a 
etfcchi.e:.t of Union soldiers under baptain kelson fray, sent to tamp ohase where 
t .e uied auriiig ti.e war. 

John on.it.' of btonv Creel: was a Union sympathizer, he was arrested by the 
C".federate militia, but was proven not dangerous and was released on parole, he 
i:€". before he pot tack home. 

Richard Auldridge was a Confederate sympathizer and was killed. Kis two 
sons were in the southern army. The one son, John Auldridge was killed at 
.■«-tyskurc. The other son, Allen Auldridge, was discharged as a brave and 

faip.-.ful soldier. 

.'osier, heard was taken rrisoner by Federal troops near the end of the 
•r, *->.•:ugh he was past 70 years of age. Something was said to rouse his ire, 
be challenged the whole squad to single combat. 

r..r;- Arbogast was a sincere, decided but harmless sympathizer with the 
C*•:*«. then last soon olive he and his neighbor Lli buzzard were in 
* r ‘ * ot * B 3uad of persons claiming to be confederate scouts. ^ few days 
‘.--cruara* t. «t* two civilians were found dead near the roadside, auout half 
*• •- c ir b» as at Olade Hill and Frost. From the attitude in which 

• '*• r, • nd it U inferred that he died in the net of prayer. 

* oer * UycA n “ p Kdr «X- F. was greatly rosi-noted. : ls syr ._ 

SITI l(i nion adharento. and ha died at WfcWlla* during tha w . 


Ur. 
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w of our citizens v:er© arrested during the for being sympathizers 
oi . c side or the other. The following ere e few of the names 1 Have been 
ftJle to find. Also some were killed for their beliefs. 

Thorns Galford was a pronounced Confederate sympathizer and was, regerded 
, s a dangerous citizen to be at large in war times. He was arrested by a 
etachi.e:.t of inion soldiers under Captain kelson iray, sent to Camp ej-.ase where 
be uied Quriii b the war. 

John omit; of btonv Creek was a Union sympathizer. He was arrested by the 
lenfeberate militia, but was proven not dangerous and was released on parole. He 
died before he got bade home. 

P.ichard Auldridge was a Confederate sympathizer and was killed. His two 
sons were in the southern army. The one son, John Auldridge was killed at 
-e*-‘ysfc'jrr. The other son, Allen Auldridge, was discharged as a brave and 

feit.-.ful soldier. 

.'osier, rt-ard was taken rrisoner by Federal troops near the end of the 
t, v- ...-:-, he was past 70 years of age. Something was said to rouse his ire, 

r.e c'r.sllenred the whole squad to single combat. 

>r-r ; - Arbogast was a sincere, decided but harmless sympathizer with the 
M itt. When last soor. olive he and his neighbor Lli buzzard were in 
tr * of • squad of persons claiming to be confederate scouts. ^ f aw Q8vs 
h# civilians were found dead near the roadside, aoout half 
• «• t.tir bores at Glade Hill and Frost. From the attitude in which 

' ‘fe r,. n n it 5. Inferred that he died in the net of grayer. 

* 0Cr * *• Greatly rcornot.ed. T ls syr ._ 

’ ,l ’ * nlor » coherent#, and he died at V.heelinc during the 


irmi > <41 «t«ry or rooahint 


war. 
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- c0 --b Burner was a Jacksonian democrat, and strange to say one of the 
, ( j Pocahontas secessionists, so intense his devotions to state rights 


had Vecore. 

(The question of secession was the main issue in Pocahontas, Many 
had already freed their slaves because they did not believe in 


slavery, yet they did not believe in setting them all free at once.) 

Jacob Slaven lived on the Staunton and pRrkersburg Turnpike, kany 
needle traveled this route, and the home of Jacob Slaven was well known as a 
p-t ece of hospitality. Governor Joe Johnson and Stonewall Jackson liave stopped 
here to enjoy trout and venison. Everything seemed prosperous and pleasant 
with Jacob Slaven until the’ terrible ravages of war laid his home in ashes, and 


exiled ti e na: jy inmates. 

- t. t laces in tne county were so ravagea by war as was upper Pocahontas. 

rroi - Prices' history. 

Irrervler Warfare - Bushwhacking. In the spring of 1862 with the regular 
treors swept out of the county, the irregular fighters began to cause trouble. 

• w celled them gorillas at first, tut later coined the word bushwhackers. 

*. was the curse of a brave and impetuous people, such as are to be found in 
' - -xunteir.s that they could not help taking part in the fighting whether they 
' " sworn in or not. They carried guns like city men carry canes, and they 

• one r. .■!»,- or the other according to their convictions. 

■ r-.-j in a letter to Gen. Ti. S. Uosecrans wrote on March 18, 1562. This 
' hr - i»y drafting of the militia of Pocahontas and Highland 

*"■ * f,n - / Oitl * on » t0 ooc,,t ’ t ' hiding in the mountains and trying 

-tvon htva nrr veil hero i o terday. 


i l lr °- ' l - ul "* lro,. Ps.cM.outu* tn.Q ..i v .U«nu 

‘ W *- . . . tvJ, ‘ Jr ‘‘ Uu *«*> ru-el uri-.yj that tU , bl .alt y 

• auutr. uro). Slot i ilroy reported refugees 
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’cc’Te burner was a Jacksonian democrat, and strange to say one of the 

, Pocahontas secessionists, so intense his devotions to state rights 


htfd leoore. 

(The question of secession vras the main issue in Pocahontas, l.any 
had already freed their slaves because they did not believe in 


slavery, yet they did not believe in setting them all free at once.) 

Jacob Slaven lived on the Staunton and Parkersburg Turnpike, l.any 
needle traveled this route, and the home of Jacob Slaven was well known as a 
c i ece 0 f hospitality. Governor Joe Johnson and Stonewall Jackson iiave stopped 
here to enjoy trout and venison. Everything seemed prosperous and pleasant 
r.-ith Jacob Slaven until the’ terrible ravages of war laid his home in ashes, and 


exiled tie :.e_py inmates. 

.•*. t it ces in t:,fc county were so ravagec by war as was upper J-ocaiioutas. 
rrof: - Prices’ history. 

Irreruler Vi'arfare - bushwhacking. In the spring of 1862 with the regular 
trcorns swept out of the county, the irregular fighters began to cause trouble. 

1 e - celled them gorillas at first, but later coined the word bushwhackers. 

v.-6s the curse of a brave and impetuous people, such as are to be found in 
* ' -ounteins that they could not help taking part in the fighting whether they 
' a worn in or not. They carried-guns like city men carry canes, and they 

> r. .-ic or the other according to their convictions. 

■ .T'.'j ,n 1 ether to Gen. V.'. S. Uosecrans wrote on Uarch 16, 1562. This 
<- ft i.» t».« day for drafting of the militia of Focahontes and Highland 

■ • any cltlsons to oaoano draft wore hiding in the mountains and trying 

>v«n have arrived here y«oUrd»y. 


*" U Ul ’ lr ^' wruU L “ rol »^tc ire, ^oM.ontus m.d ..i^niana 

■* ‘ 10 Mu arulUU U* rebel urmy, that the 

‘ dr,i '’ uroh .ilroy reported refugees 
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. rf5 Mtui still continued. 


T|>is day If; arrived frnr Pocahontas and reported thet the 


vril 4, lb62 General V.illiam Sheen wrote to Confederate headquarters 
ts , t t„ eS c men that Virginia had‘authorized to organize as regulars for the 
}. c: , defense v.ere devastating the country ann tea killed three citizens of 
roeai.ontas aud stolen It horses, ue coaplaiueo cf them as oituerly as cic the 
federal generals. 

Itepular troops v.ere withdrawn after the battle of Top Allegheney. Then it 
re hundreds of able-bodied -en too’.- ur er-s to defend themselves, end there 
•••ere uneasy times. 

Soldiers at home on furlough responded to appeal for assistance and 
little ar fries would spring up in a day, have a skirmish, and disband as 
_ uicily as they had come together. It was but an echo of the minute men of 
-he devolution. The battle of buncan's Lane was tlie largest battle fought in 
; ccEhontas by these troops and furlough soldiers, though there was continual 
sraller skirmishes. 

The courts did not meet and the citizens suffered from the needs of soldiers 
■ both armies and from, the irregular troops. It is certain that nowhere in the 
-c. ntry was there more peril to inhabitants than in the county of roeahoutas. Inis 
~t_ so u rtEi oecausfc oi' the division of sentiment. 

From - best Virginia blue nook 152b 
■ >r> vs. t ci-Jrrish at ’rrlins Bottom April 15, 1664, Captain J. V.. 

-C. r.f V-t istb Virginia Cavalry care upon a company of Federal soldi 
unarm, and chased them north toward Edray, 

iAbl uattie 


ers 


■ • iMt battle of the twi war wa. fought at brandy hallow near Huntersville, 
• • «j « Of ’-*■ p '-rtlmoBt On the Htli day of iay 186b. 

" f ° Ueht Utw#cu lh# Eth 0hio C^lry and a portion of 

J ^ to «*■* HO.- ter th. aurren.ier. 

' - - m« ... v*. bju, Book . ^ hrit 


1 up 
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T)is day 1! arrived fror Focahontas and reported that the 


i rr e»»r-«at still continued. 

vri) d, lb62 General lUlliarr. Skeen wrote to Confederete headquarters 
th , t these- men that Virginia had-authorized to organize as regulars for the 
, o: c defense were devastating the country anu r.aa killed three citizens of 
rocei.outes and stolen lo horses, ne coifiplainea of them as Bitterly as eic the 
.-euertl generals. 

he ruler troops v.ere withdrawn after the cattle of Top Allegheney. Then it 
vr£ hrndreds of able-bodied men too’.- ur sr-s to defend themselves, end there 
vere uneesy times. 

Soldiers at home on furlough responded to appeal for assistance and 
little smies would spring up in a day, have a skirmish, and disband as 
quickly es they had come together. It was but an echo of the minute men of 
t'-e devolution. The battle of buncan's Lar.e was the largest battle fought in 
:scEhontas by these troops and furlough soldiers, though there was continual 
sraller skirmishes. 

Ire courts did not meet and the citizens suffered from the needs of soldiers 
- * both err.ies and from the irregular troors. It is certain that nowhere in the 
country v.ts there more peril to inhabitants than in the county of roeahontas. Inis 
.~ r "t- £,rtat oecausfc of trie division of sentiment. 

Froii, - best Virginia blue nook 152ts 
■ r> raa a c'-irriah at ’'rrlir.s Bottom April 15, 1664, Captain J. V.. 

1 Cc * ' '■* 1 r ’ th '■'irginia Cavalry care upon a company of Federal soldi 
- • ninown, and chased them north toward Edray. 

LAal BATTLE 

* t,, ° Civ11 WBr *“* fou Ght at brandy hallow near Huntersville, 
' 1 t; '- '■* -* p orthwaat on the Ht). d»v of nv lAfi* 
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e Hth day of : ay ltSGb. 
fou «' ht the Lth Ohio Cavalry and n p 


ortion of u*a. 


returning to their he.. th. .urrendw. 

>V> ‘ '* '•* ^ * *y Andrew Frio. 
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citizens, and was familiar with the country in the vicinity. 
Immediately following the fight, and while Averill was still in 
pursuit of Jackson, Colonel Harris dispatched guards through the 
country north of Beverly, who arrested quite a large number of 
citizens, all of whom were peaceable, law-abiding men—good citizens, 
They were marched into Beverly and formed in line near the old 
courthouse. Colonel Harris then walked along the front of the line 
and put this question to each one separately: "Are you a Union 
nan?" 'Then the answer was directly in the affirmative, the man was 
passed, ./hen the answer was, "lay sentiments are with the South," 
cr ms equivelanu, Harris ordered the person giving such answer to 
take two steps forward. Several of those in line, in reply to the 
question, stated that they were "Constitutional Union men"; o-f 
these lamer were lennox Camden, a brother of Judge G. p. Camden, 
ana Charles If. Russell, the latter, a late leading merchant and ’ 
v.en tnown throughout the county, and who was a U„ i0 n man/ Ihis 
answer evidently, in the opinion of Harris, did no t constitute 
sufficient loyalty, tor in each instance where this answer was 
- v-n, such person was ordered to take the two steps to the front 

1133 rl " iShea hlS ® es «®in E , there were thirteen in the 

■ -r.oea line. The number in this instance in the course of ttae 

■ • te be a frightful exemplification of all that has ever been 

^ to it in the way of being an omen of disaster by those 

• *« »o mperatltlon. The thirteen wero immediately sent under 
-ora t, the Federal pri.en at Fort Delaware. T he Baa6 . of ^ 

7ZJH T"' 0hWl " ' 7 ‘ nU ° aen ' J - "****«. 

' . ‘ J ‘° rC * I ’ llnr ° r ' >,r - ^ouch. Jote Orouohi 

« -TP. Phillip loner, Pugh Oh.noweth, cien, John 
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■_cr.ry, and Allen Isner. 

The public at the time attributed these arrests to Harris's 
intense hatred of Southern sympathizers and his chagrin and anger at 
Jackson's having reached the immediate vicinity of Beverly withouu 
his knowledge, and especially as Jackson had made announcement o_ 
his intended coming, several months in advance; all of which Harris 
realized constituted a severe reflection upon the commander of the 
rest in not having been more alert, and in allowing himself to be 
this surprised; and which, but for the miscarraiage of Jackson's 
criers to Colonel Bunn, would have resulted in the probable capture 
:f himself and his entire command; and also, the further fact that 
Jackson had succeeded in withdrawing his troops and escaping without 
material loss, all of which was intensified b3’- the rebuke and crit¬ 
ic! sr. administered by C-eneral Averill, his superior officer. Averill 
'.eir.r a '.Vest Point graduate, had no special admiration for civilian 
ar. officers like Harris. 

There is little doubt that Harris was smarting under Averill's 
: deisms, and especially as Averill attributed his own failure 
.e e-.t, If not to capture, Jaclrson's command to Harris’s fail- 
nc*;: Ty him (Averill) in time. Averill, in his official 
, "Had Colonel Harris furnished me with timely wam- 

• -ranch of the enemy, I should have killed, captured, 

. ! a.-, ifiitim oi•; t land. As it was, he received but a 
s V it ; oonon." 

• • , • ■ » ev. i-ril ooonoiona, moot strenuous efforts were 

■ ' 0 1 Hione men from Port Delaware, where 

- mV-o.-p. Tho public gene rally knew they mre 
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-.nnocpnt of an;* charge; a number cf them v:ere influential nen; 
v-t all efforts were without avail until virtually half of then 
hr.d died in prison. When finally the survivors, seven in number, 
were released, one of them, Lennox Camden, died before reaching 
heme. Another, Philip Isner, died a few days after reaching home. 
S-.ith Crouch and John Crouch died very scon afterwards. The three 
survivors, Charles W. Russell, Thomas 3. Caplinger, and George 
Caplinger, were so broken in health as to suffer from the effects 
;f their incarceration and treatment to the day of their demise. 

Harris had, prior to the war, been a country doctor, prac- 
Ticed in --itchie Counts'- (now West Virginia) and later, located in 
tler.ville in the same State. After he became identified with the 
cause, he became intensely partisan. In those days intense 
. snr.ship was the stepping-stone, for many, to promotion. Earri 

risen to the rank of colonel of the 10th Virginia (Pederal) 
re "inert, as stated. This regiment contained many good men, and 
a.-.;- v;ho detested Harris. His unpopularity was such that while 
' . at leverly, he was shot at one night by some cf his reg- 

• :.c allot passing through his whiskers. Of this I was 

• 1 one or hie commissioned officers. Elevated to the rank 
, arris seemed to have become obsessed with an exalted 
' ‘ remi nance that such an appointment carried with it 
:.n,i n« overly, a long time. Having the power of a 
' r : ‘ n ~ loh droudod, oapocinlly as he seemed ever ready to 

- ,- xlinr e,r to the unreliable and disreputable Who approached 

about their nelehboro, and Which resulted generally 
U '*■** arr ** t iWprl»onn#nt or thooc 

^ io for tC to «* I P^sune it is equally 



true of others, the number of citizens of the county, or their 

.... t.s, \..io were, during the war, arrested and sent under guard 

to the military prisons of the Worth, many of them by Harris— 

generally without cause and without any specific charge being 

made Know to them, and many of whom did not live to return to 
their homes. 









Confederate troops. Tho 
forces of Gen. AvereX 
wore able to push back 
all resistance and on No¬ 
vember 5th,rcac od the 
town of Hillsboro,1Y.Va., 
about 5 miles from Droq? 
Mountain and 33 miles 
from Loivi.8burg.Tho Union 
forces vcre advised that 
General Ouffic would not 
reach Lewisburg until 
November 7th so didn't 
attack until tho morning 
of Novoi,foor 6th,1863. 

The plan of attack by 
.the Union troops was as 
follows:14th Pennsylvania 
Cavalry wore placed near 
tho Locust CrcJ.c bridge 
in sight of the -Confede¬ 
rate lines, and kept 
moving around giving the 
appearance of starting 
towards the Southerner 
lines. 

Keepers battery was 
placed on the hill above 
Boards Mill,and immedia¬ 
tely opened fire on tho 
Confederate batteries on 
top of Droop Mountain 
about 8:00 A. I... Si von 's 
battery was placedto the 
left of the turn pike 
between Hillsboro and 
Droop. Gibson's batal1ioi 
and the famous 10th W.Va 
Infantry was held in re¬ 
adiness on the pike at 
Hillsboro. 

Tho 2nd, 3rd, and8th 
MFost Virginia Mounted 
Infantry Regiments ware 
on the right of tho turn 
pike out of sight .about 
two miles from tho ba.se 
of Dr,,op Mountain. 

rhe 28th Ohio Jaiantry 
with one company cf the 
1 • th t\ -m ay 1 v \niacavr.l rv 
(aV'OuI l:\iO -u.n in all) 
wore sent one. In g det¬ 
our to the right via. 

L* holla to coma avr the 
J -aox road and take tro 


NOVEMBER 6 , iS63 

BY CAPT. E.R. II OWCRY 
EVENTS AND DATES PRECEEDIHG BATTLE 


1 ,- 1863 —Gon. W. W. Avorcll left Beverly, West Va 
3 ’ 1863— Gen. A. N. Duffic left Charleston, W. Va 
5 ’ 1653—Gen. John Echols occupied Droop Mountai 

Number of troops engaged (Union)-4700 

Number of troops (Conx’odcratc)-3950 

Number killed (Union)-130 

Number killed (Confederate)-400 

is from 7:"ost Virginia, Virginia, Ohio and Penn¬ 
sylvania took part in the battle. 


'he Settle of Droop 
.tain was fought Nov- 
:r oth, 18c 3 between 
c Forcss, commanded 
nig. Gen. William ¥. 
all, U.S. Army, and 
'ode rate tro-.ps under 
tchr.mu of Brig, Gen. 

• Echols, C. S. Amy. 

of the reasons for 
■eotdng of the so two 
t :.t ¥>st Vir:ini ■ 
; The 
part cf Virginia 
_d by people 
-r in favor of tho 
--a 2->th, 18o3 


in the- vicinity cf Elkins 
raid near Charlc ston sepa¬ 
rated. Also ranter was 
coming and the Confeder¬ 
ate, forces had to bo 
dr atm out so that tho 
lino could be maintained. 
The Southern creeps were 
living off of the. country 
and th, pao lo wore insi¬ 
sting that aid bo sent to 
them. 

On October 25th, Gon. 
Bonjair.inc Kelly, U.S. Array 
o rdc r:d Goneral Avcroll 
who at that time was 

stationed at Beverly,Host 
Virginia, to move to 
Levlslu -g and capture or 
drivo -orr.y any Confed.- 
:*..t. forces stationed in 
tii t vicinity. Also to 
,. n in forces with General 
Duffio who 1.ft Charles¬ 
ton Movoinbor 3rd, 1363 
a'- 6;00 A.M. for Louis- 
burg. Aftor a junction of 
In t.wo I'orco.;, they w re 
t" m-jv<- to Union V/. V -. and 
thence to Virginia and 
Tcnm.fiauo H.R., n. Dublin 
Ut-tlon nd destroy tho 
;->Ur< .-id britlga over Now 
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cntcrod the town from 
the west. Gonere.l Duffio 
captured a few stragglors 
and some equipment. 

The battlo wa's tho 
deciding, point in West 
Virginia. Aftor this tho 
entire state was in tho 
hands of tho Northern 
armies! 

One very interesting 
part of General -Echol’s 
report is quoted; "hey art¬ 
illery and trains' were 
brought safely through 
with the exception 1 of one 
bra.ss Howitzer belonging 
ot Chapman 1 s battery, 
which ‘ broke completely 
down during the retreat 
so that it had to bo loft 
this offering the enemy 
the only trophy of which 
they can boast." 

This cannon is suppos¬ 
ed to have been buriod in 
the swamp on Droop Moun¬ 
tain, but has never been 
gound. For these -too 
visit tho Droop Mountain 
Battle Field, a largo map 
has been drawn showing 
the position of tho troop 
tho day of tho battlo, 
also the present loce.ticn 
of Camp Price, a la.rgor 
apd more distinct map, 
them could bo shown hero. 
This larger maps shows 
location of monuments, 
markers and other items of 
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*sf>ce PfiToecice 
C't ms. Hospm M-l 
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bar 6th, lc63, tho flank¬ 
ing party that had boon 
sent via Lobelia reached 
tho Confederate lines and 
imrnedi ~-sly attnfiked. 

Tho tad, 3rd, and8th 
Icogimoi.ts . immediately 
startod a direct at tact 
up tho faco of Droop Mou¬ 
ntain. They foired foroo 
with tho flanking party, 
-rid drovo tho Confodorato 
br,ck tow rd Lovdsburg. | 

Duo to tho road being 
narrow tho• Confodoratos 
•'ore In oonfuaion-cavalry 
and Infantry ell nixod 


Thompson ma 
of tho roar 
o Confodoratc 
t hrough hi a 
•o that tho 


Co. liSOB, CCC, invitos 
all tel visit tho Battlo 
Field and will enjoy show 
ing to visitors tho old 
battle trenches, brer.et- 
wrk*, gun in,-Kmonta, and 
l ’th. r Interesting things. 
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PROOF MOUNTAIN BATTLEFIELD 


One of the hard fought battles of the Civil War 
occurred at Droop Mountain, Pocahontas County, on November 
of.-., IS 63 , in which West Virginia Soldiers, both Confederate 
and Union participated. 

Droop Mountain is a very high elevation—3000 ft— 
overlooking the valley of the Greenbrier River, in the Little 
Levels District of Pocahonta.s County and the far off pei ks 
of the Allegheny Mountains making it one of the most beauti¬ 
ful scenic spots in West Virginia. 

Seen Army fought for what it believed to be right 
-'■d nearly all of the men who were actors in that bloody 
-r:ua were West Virginians. The bitter struggle ended and 
: animosity engendered by that conflict has passed away 
and universal peace reigns.. 

scene spread out before us was one of indescribable 
enchantment. Towering mountains, the smiling and 
- , the famous historic Greenbrier River flowing 

' - t r- • of the rugged mountain —nowhere in all our travels 
< ed ruch scenic beauty or such a location for a 

. tr, • « battle there :cre no considerable Con- 
-. ’.r r < : ■ r r: r- -..-re in Went Virginia except in Greenbrier 

»-l< tv t .0 Con 'Vclrr: tor from it: head to 
fui, For 1 « purpose of dielodging then* Confederate 




,- orceSj General Averill was directed to march from Beverly, 

■,ert Virginia to Lewisburg, in Greenbrier County, and ixxi 
it was while on this march he met the enemy at Droop 
fountain. The battle was there fought between the forces 
commanded by General Averill and the Confederate forces by 
General John Echols and Colonel William L. Jackson. Droop 
'fountain is fourteen miles south of Marlinton, the County 
seat, seven miles from Mill Point and four from Hillsboro. 

It is ten miles from Renick Station, sixteen from Frankford and 
t-er.tv-four miles from Lewisburg. 

The forces engaged in the battle of Droop Mountain 
-ere composed of twelve Confederate Units, regiments, battalion 
± independent companies while the Union forces were composed 
of r.ir.e Unites, regiments and battalions. There was but a 
lirht difference in the numbers composing the two armies. 

Toe 10th Test Virginia Infantry and the 23rd Ohio that com- 
- ed t .e flanking party and did the principal fighting was 
■-ff. lolly reported as 1175 while the 22nd Virginia Infantry 
• -i a rate was reported officially at 550 soldiers strong 
2 ■ rd Virginia Eattalion 350 strong. Capt. Marshall 
125 du-.ounted cavalry, Capt Derringes Battalion 500 
. r lrr battalion and other units composed a fine 
-ignting force. 

Ar.ot er r of the hlitory of Droop Mountain is 
■ ; r • .el interest. A'o rcn*on from annlopy and from pre- 

: \Q ry r ce t r.t Droop 'juntain hoe been a bottle— 
t i^lu Vi etxi* , rent! to* »c race or by the earl y Indian tribes 



of America. 
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Kany wonderful stories are handed down through 
journals and family records of the Shawnees who were the most 
remarkable of all the people inhabiting the country west of 
the Allegheny. In 16S2 they fell under the rule of the six 
nations end existed in Various branches. We find excavations 
at the foot of Droop Mountain where thousands of tons of 
rougi flints have been removed. 

At one time this has been a great military camping 
ground for the warriors of the forest. l^any legends are 
::_r cy people who.lived on Droop Mountain and handed down 
:cr younger generations. 

A young Union Officer who rode a beautiful sorrel 

: ' e “££ killed while riding fast around a large tree. The 

frightened riderless horse ran around the tree several times 

-e:-. re it was stopped. It was said by people of that battle 

*-:.ey could hear the rapid running of that frightened horse 

" 7 /^ a-,'>?>T2':-U’A~r-cxA> -J - 

th-t tree. A most pathetic scene occurred at that 

Afte: the battle a squad of soldiers was detailed 
the dead arc wounded. Among the number thus 
‘ -"t Ar. j rew J. Short of Company F. ^est Virginia In- 

' • ' V -'.'re working In the night end Short discovered 

• nr ■■. •: took hold of hie body to remove him to the 
t.ringing the dc/d and wounded together. He 
• r -t a croetc! finger on t.:e (lend soldiers hand nnd the else 
<U * (I feel of r •• r.n or-r.vlnerd S.’iort that It war his brother 

”* called for some one to bring a light, uayine that he 
b brother. 


f 



and when thejgot the light he found for a certainty that 
the man really was his own brother. In relating the incident 
to Dr. W. P. Newton many years after the battle, he said that 
he took his brother by the hand and recognized some peculiar¬ 
ity by which he knew this to be the lifeless body of his 
brother. This is an incident so rare that nothing similar 
has ever to our knowledge been recorded in the annals of 
warfare. 
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POCAHONTAS COUNTY IN THE CIVIL .TAR 


In the year 1861 the clouds of War hung over our 
Country; their deep denifty hung over Virginia which at 
that time included West Virginia. Civil commotion snook 
the grand old Commonwealth. 

Everywhere they enlisted in tn.eir native state; from 
the tide washed shores, from the midland counties and from 
the rock ribbed Alleghenies, long lines of brave soldiers 
marched forth to battle and die upon a hundred crimson fields. 
Among them were many of the descendents of the first pioneers 
of Pocahontas County who a century before had struggled 
vrita the fierce and relentless barbarians and had at last 
driven him from the country in which they had founded their 
comes, where tne soldiers of a later day were born and reared. 

T.-.en the tocsin of War sounded throughout their native 
intainc volunteering began. Andrew G. M cl? eel repaired to 
Little Levels and organised the first company. This was 
'-•- riy in the spring of 18561 . A requisition was made fox 
' t:.ey were shipped from Richmond but were never 

/ed fcnd t e company disbanded in the fall of that seme 

y**«r. 

ln r, ‘ A< tofer mustered a company at Huntersville, 

** nt ioutb ^ vm„ attached to the Jlst Virginia 

Infantry. 
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PoCAHlNTAS COUNTY IN THE CIVIL ,7AR 


In the year 1861 the clouds of War hung over our 
Country; their deep denifty hung over Virginia which at 
that time included West Virginia. Civil commotion snook 
the grand old Commonwealth. 

Everywhere they enlisted in tneir native state, from 
the tide washed shores, from the midland counties and from 
the rock ribbed Alleghenies, long lines of brave soldiers 
marched forth to battle and die upon a hundred crimson fields. 
Among them were many of the descendents of the first pioneers 
of Pocahontas County who a century before had struggled 
trite tee fierce and relentless barbarians and had at last 
driven him from the country in which they had founded their 
noaes, where tne soldiers of a later day were born and reared. 

Then tee tocsin of War sounded throughout their native 
•.•dnc volunteering began. Andrew G. McHeel repaired to 
Little Levels and organised the first company. This was 
'■ r in the spring of 1861. A requisition was made for 
• . t.'.ey were snipped from Richmond but were never 

r * r - 7ed tn,a t © company disbanded in the fall of that seme 

r*ar. 

l ’’ ln D ‘ A * stofer mmtered a company at Huntersville, 

" rst l>uth * n0 wlt *» it Wna at to oh od to the tirt Virginia 
Infantry. 


The 2nd, 3rd, and 8th West Virginia Counted Infantry Heg- 
irr.ents were on the right of the turnpike out of sight about two 
-lies from the base of Droop Mountain. The 28th Ohio Infantry 
v.ith one company of the 14th Pennsylvania Cavalry (about 1200 
r.en in all) were sent on a long detour to the right via Lobelia 
to cone over the Jacox road and take the Confederates on the leit 
flank. This movement started about 5:00 A. M. and due to condi¬ 
tions of the roads, did not complete the inarch until 1:45 P.H. 

The position of the Southerners was as follows: On the 
river road, Edgar’s Battalion; on the brow of the mountain facing 
the Vnion troops from right and left, 22nd Virginia Cavalry under 
Colonel Patton; 19th Virginia Cavalry under Co. Cochran; Dorricks 
lettalion of Infantry, Jackson's batteries; Major Blessing with 
z companies of the 23ra Battalion was placed on the Lobelia-Jacox 
read covering the left flank. The right flank was protected by 
a steep mountain. 

About 1:45 P. M. November 6th, 1863, the flanicing party that 
bad been sent via Lobelia reached the Confederate lines anu imme- 
attacked. The 2nd, 3rd, and 8th Regiments immediately 
v.rVii a direct attack up the face of Droop Mountain. They joined 
the flanking party, and drove the Confederates back 
v.«f.rd nbirg. Due to the road being narrow the Confederates 
<-■ ■ ion--C» valry and Infantry all mixed up together. 

1 Thompson was in comnnnd of the rear guard of the 
- -rate and it was through hla strong defense that the South- 
lroo P* to withdraw without much loss of life or 

*«***•**• Another thing that might h*v. influenced the retreat 
^ c *~ 1 * 1 Avor.ll did not wish to push the Confederates 



. ^ fact, as he wanted Gen. Duffie to reach Lewisburg first end 
cut them off. The Confederates retreated on through the night 
n-ia passed through Lewisburg just as C-eneral Duffie entered the 
town fron the west. General Duffie captured a few stragglers and 

some equipment. 

This hat-tie was the deciding point in T7est Virginia. After 


this the entire state was in the hands of the northern armies. 

One very interesting part of General Bohol's report is 
quoted: "tty artillery and trains were brought safely through with 
the exception of one .brass Howitzer belonging to Chapman's battery, 
which broke completely down during the retreat so that it had to be 
left this offering the enemy the only trophy of which they can 


ooas*t. 

This cannon is supposed to hare been buried in the swamp 

on hnoop fountain, but has never been found. Per those who visit 

the teoop fountain Battle Held, a large map has been drawn show- 

• + - n -f -fiie ■broou the day of the battle, also the 
ir.g the position u_ 

rami) price, a larger and more distinct map 

present location oi 

be shov m here. This larger map shows location of 
n -rvers ana other items of interest. 

oonumentB, max - 

ccc invites all to visit the Battle Pield and 

Co. 

- •• nr to visitors the old battle trenches, breastworks, 

rr*. 11 enjoy Showing 

0 .. cnto and other interesting things. 
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3EVER1Y UNDER ARTILLERY PIPE. 

By Thomas J. Arnold, Elkins, V 1. Va. 



/in e::pedition that proved disastrous to the Confeder¬ 
ates, and likewise for some who were not, was that connected 
with the occupation of Beverly, Va., now West Virginia, during 
the T7ar between the States. 

At the time of the Imboden raid through V/estem Virginia 
(April, 1863), Gen. william L. Jackson, who accompanied Imboden, 
casually remarked while in Beverly that he was coming back there 
to spend the 4th of July. Of course, no one took the remark se¬ 
riously. Although it was commonly repeated afterwards, as well to 
the federal commander as others, it passed unheeded. Sure enough, 
on the third day of July, a c onfederate force unexpectedly appeared 
sc.-fh of and in the vicinity of Beverly, under the command of Gen. 

■ Lilian'L. Jackson, who dispatched a detachment under Ilaj. J. B. 

or. the road leading northward, west of the river to its ir.- 
t-r"ect:cn with the road leading to Buckhannon, in order to cut 
retreat in that direction. E e having previously dispatched 
'» detachment under the command of Col. A. C. Bunn, by a 
*•’ ‘ eastward of the main road, vdth orders to occupy the 
to Philippi, northward of Beverly, thus cutting off 
' * -'A- -j root ion. Ho plonted his nrtilleiy on the slope 

- Mil, roout one raid one-half miles southwest of Beverly, 

’’ fdarrlc, who were hurriedly gathered within 

thotr fortification. The Confederate yin a wore of small caliber, 

>rebebly due to inferior nntwuvlticn, moot of the sheila fell 
lrr iny r « r»rly. 



Col. Fhoinas IJ. Harris, of -the 10th Virginia (Federal) 
irent, and who at a later period attained -unenviable notoriety, 
as a member of the military coturt that tried and convicted lira. 
Surratt and sent her to the scaffold, was in command of the Fed- 
ernls. Guards were stationed on all the roads leading from Beverly; 
and no one--man, woman, or child—was permitted to pass these 
guards; 3:ence all civilians were confined to the limits of the 
term and were thereby subjected to the fire of the Confederate 
artillery. Although this firing continued for a considerable part 
C- tv.'c days, no citizens were injured, and but few houses were strucl 
by shells. 

It has always been the understanding, which is probably cor- 
r ct, that the detachment Jackson sent to approach Beverly from 
f .e north and open the attack, had in the course of their march 
fcunc a supply of apple brandy; end the detachment became so intox¬ 
icated, that they lost sight of and interest in the undertaking.' 
Jackson waited impatiently throughout the first day for the offi¬ 
cer in command of this detachment to make the attack, as ore- 
-rar.red, the second day he was still expecting it every'moment, but 
-oeeivea r.o intelligence. Along toward noon there appeared, ad- 

the TOlley ' vwst 0f the an an.iy of mounted men, 

-rl-: ed to ewoep everything before then. It was Averill's 

<* cavalry. l t was a foiaidabl. force. Eh 

-i on. thins loft 'or Jaohson to do-; et out as rapidly 
or b. This h0 prooooded to do, and acc 

• oh -■ U J that he ononpod with but slight loss. 

‘ 1 M * W,M1 ° on bonoh prior to the 

* OJ o<nu-t In 'overly, know nnny of the 


here 
as 
accom¬ 


en. 



out SO that the line could be maintained. The Southern .loops 
were living off of the country and the people were insist Jig 
that aid be sent to them. 

On October 26th, Gen Benjamin Kelly, U. S. Army ordered 
General Averell, who at that time was stationed at Beverly, ?.est 
Virginia, to move to Lewisburg and capture or drive away any Con¬ 
federate forces stationed in that vicinity. Also to Join forces t 
with General Duffie who left Charleston November 3rd, 1863 at 6:00 
for Lewisburg. After a junction of the two forces, they were to 
move to Union, V I. Va. and thence to Virginia and Tennessee R.R., 
at Dublin Station and destroy the railroad bridge over New River. 

General Averell moved on the 1st day of November and imme¬ 
diately contacted gorilla bands and small detachments of confed¬ 
erate troops. The forces of Gen. Averell were able to push back 
all resistance and on November 5th, reached the town of Hillsboro, 
Uest Virginia, about 3 miles from Droop Mountain and 33 miles from 
Lewisburg. The Union forces were advised that General Duffie 
•would not reach Lewisburg, until November 7th so didn't attack 
until the morning of November 6th, 1863. 

The plan of attack by the Union troops was as follows: 

14th Pennsylvania Cavalry were placed near the Locust Creek bridge 
in sight of the Confederate lines, and kept moving around giving 
the appearance of starting towards the Southern lines. 

^Keepers battery was placed on the hill above Beards Mill, 
and immediately opened fire on the Confederate batteries on top of 
Droop Mountain about 8:00 A. M. Eivon's battery was placed to the 
left of the turnpike between Hillsboro and Droop. Gibson's bat¬ 
talion and the famous 10th V. Va. Infantry was held in readiness 
on the pike at Hillsboro. 



